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OF 

OS THE MISSOUBI BILI-; 

Being the subsiance of ivuo Upeec/ics delivered tn the Senate 0/ 
(he United States^ during (he /a-it se&eion of Congreita, 

The constitution deckres " that congress dull have power to dispofce of, 
and make all needful rules and rcgutations reepccting the territory and other 
property of the United State*." Under this power, congrcas li;tvc passed laws 
for the survey and si»le of the public lands, for the divifion of the same into 
licparatc territories; and hav ordained for each of them 1 conuitutioa, a plan 
of temporary government, whereby the civil and political rights of tKe inhabi- 
tants are regulated, and the righca of conscience and other nainral rights are 
protected. 

The power to make all ueedful regulations, includes the 5-ower to deter- 
mine what regulations arc needful; and if s regulation prohibiting slavery 
within any territory of the United States be, as it has been, deeixicd needful, 
congress possess the powe- to make the same, and moieo^cr to pass all laws 
accessary 'o carry this power into execution. 

The territory of Missouri is a portion of t.ouisiana, which was purchased 
af France, and belongs to the United States m full dominion; the language 
of the constitution, Missouri is their territory or property, and is subject, like 
other territories of the United States, to the regulations and tempory govcm- 
mcut, which Iws been, or shall be prescribed by congress, 'jfhe clause of the 
constitution, which grants thi« power tv -'-.igrv».., is so comprehensive, ?nd 
unambiguous, and its purpose «> r-.anifest, that cotnmentary will not tender 
the power, or the object of its e.^sblishment, more explicit « plain. 

The constitution further provides, 'hat " new states may be admitted by 
congress into the union."— -As this po^ cr is conferred without limitation, the 
time, terms, and circumstances of the admission of new states are reTerred to 
the discretion of congress; which may admit new states, but arc not obliged 
to do so: — of right, no new state can demand admiuion into the union, uniess 
6«ch demand be founded upon some previous engagement of the Uniti^d States. 

Wbcn admitted by congress into the union, whether by compact or other- 
wise., the new state becomes entitled to the enjoyment of the same rights, und 
boi:nd to perform the like duties as the other states— and its citizens will be 
eniicU d to all privileges and imranuitiss of citizens in the several states. 

Hi.; citizens of each state possess rights, and owe duties thai, are }>eculiar to, 
and a rise, out of the constitution and laws of the ssvcral states. These rights 
and duties differ from each other in the dijOferest states; snd among these dif* 
fcrcnces none is so remarkable or important as thftt which proceeds ftoui the 
coii.iUtution and Jaws of the several statesrespecting slavery;— .the same being 
pe/ viitted in some states, and forbidden in others. 

''I'hi; question respecting slavery in the old thirteen states had been decided 
an 1 scaled before the adoption of the constitution, wbicb .<iv> <K> power to 
cot j^rcss to interfere with, or tochange what had befn ,p /,eviou8ly settled; the 
slave states therefore, are free to continue or to abf-liiih .-livery. Since tlie year 
iSoBjCongreashaveposscsscd pcv* cr to prohibit and kivcproidbitcd the furthw 
migration or importation of slaves into any of the old thirteen Btatcs; and at 



*U iu\w under die cc-r.6t!tut'r»V) f-.sTr j.'av.-:r lo prohibit such K^Jgraiiou C'- 
iwportatiti/! into any of the new sU-ttr,, of £4f risoric c of the United Suti's. 'i'hc 
tonctUulioi* UiRtaiuii no esprcss pro?i»toit« revjiMi^tsog slavery ii. a uew bUfe 
thac majr ht admitted iisto the union; cvtiy icguiatioa upun thii tuUjcct 
bel nga to the j>nwcf whose consent i» necessary to the fortration wtd .id- 
Riresion of »uch state, Ce>ngr«»s imy, ihcrefoie, make it a condition of the 
admsMiion of a new state, tiut thvcry'^hsti be forever prchtblted within the 
same. Wc mdy with the more confidcnee pronouncu this to be the tiue 
coD$tructv>n of the constttiitioD, 8s it has beeu so amply ccnfiemcd by the 
j^ast decisions of cottj^reu. 

Although t^ic sfttclea of confederBtion were drawn up and approved by the 
'old congress in thryeari7'7,and soon afterwards were ratified by son^eof the 
state*, d»cir cosspletc'ranficatton did not take piacc until the year 1781.-- 
The states whicK prissensed m\%\\ and already settled territory, withheld their 
radficatloD, in order to obtain frota tbe large ststes a cestior to the Ifm'tcd 
States of a portion of thesr vacant t«'rito<7. Without eoccring intorii« 
xeasoDs on which this demand was nrged, it t» w«ll known that che^ bkd 
an liu&ucn<» on Mii«aclifksett<), ConjiectiC»t, New York, anJ Virginia; wWkli 
wiates ce^«ci to the UakeS' States tbeir mpectiTO chiota to the territory lying 
nortiSi -west ol tbe rivor Oitfo, This cession w«$ made on the express condi> 
thu, xkzt the «ede<t 'territory shotitd be wld fosr the eemtnon benefit of the 
United Srctn; that it tKonld be hid out into states and that the states so 
iaid ouf simiilL. Srm distinct ri!|>tihiit^;.8tate*, and be admitted members 
<^ the fedtml «l&>iB, havinj^ tLc satire rSghtfr of sovereignty, freedom nsd 
>Q<iq>endeece i» 1^ oibet stkta. Of.the fottr states wKich made l^s cas^ 
•sioB.tW^lterthitted, sod Ox other two prohibited siaTety. 

Tbt Ueita! St$&i» harii^^ this nosnner become proprietors of the ezteiiw 
iksti tetritoiry norA west of tKefWirfer Ohio, although U»e confederatiosa coa* 
tkitTsd iib«l^jpii(^^rcr«mQn U|«a'thd8nbjccc,e4»rgress,the only representatictt 
of the Vtiiu'j^ ^Ktes, 4tsiutAed,M ifick{r;dt to their offi^, the power to dispose 
Of ■A^i tttriokf i shd &r this purpose, to d{«tde the same into distinct stat«»g 
to pro^ie fo^ the teiapora^^ goverument of the inhabitants thereof, atnl for 
their ii!dmitkt« A^ismnv^iivwmvv, 1^^ 

The ordinance ifor these purposes, whkk vn$ pi^mA by cirogrewio xfifi 
coDtaius certaia ardctea which are called—** Articles of compact betwtfco the 
ori^n'at states, and the people and states wittiJn ihfc said territorys forcwr to 
remain aoattery?te,«iBlm hy commdn cobsent."' The- sixth of those uoaUeniK- 
hie articles proviiUi that there shall he neitber sl&vesry uor iovolttnt&ry aei^, 
vatudc'iD the said tertitoi?." 

The constitutioti of . thfc United States supplies the defect that exist«d in tha 
artxdes of cbnCederstit^n ; &Bd has vested congress, as has been statefi, wi^ 
an»p!e powtPS ob this importiant subject, Accordtng^y, the ordisaQce of .17$^ 
passed by the old (Congress, was ratified mi coofinne<i by an act of the aew 
congresBt daring their first session tmdeftfc& constitution. , > 

The^tiite of Virgiasa, which eeded 'to thc.Uaited States her ci»it«s to 
territory, congeoted by her del^iite* in the old congress, to this oniinitdi^. 
Kot only Virginia, mt North Carolina, South Carolina, and Georgia^ bj^ the 
ttoahitnotts votes of their delegates- in the old c(«gres«, approvedl<i^ the Ot-m 
sance o2 178^ by whidi slavery is for ever aholidted la the Utxitar^ KOtXtV 
^^t (tf the nVer Ohio. Without the votes of these staitss the o£4tha»c« cou^ 
not have pssed; and there is no rttiolleetioo of an oppoeitkw :^|iai^ «Q]* 
these states, to the act of confirtnation pasicd nsder the actual constituittMy 
Slavery had long been evteblishcd in these statea-^the evil wot fielt in thdr 
iostittitions, laws and habits, and could not easily or at oOce be abotiihed, Bte 
these votes, so honotirshle to these states, sati«&ictoriiy demoniimte their UK* 
wttlingness to permit! the extension of slavery ibto the new states vrim^ Rri^t 
be admitted by congress iato the union. 
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'fh^ itatc* of Ohio, IndfiPu, and Jllfeoii, on tlif nDith w^t of the five? 
t)h;a, Ituve. bct'D admitted by tciigi-css luio iht mi'uni, oa '.he coridisioa «ni 
con{oniiab)y lo the Jtitscles of tomj-tact, tuiitJtntil in thu cri!li);inc« of i;^S7, 
-iiid ivy which it is dttJatcd that rhcrc shaii be .icstacr ihxi:Ty nor inwSwutarj 
servitude in aay of ihc said »tatM. 

Although c<K:^;;r,-:88 poA«s» the power of making the mluiion of tlavevy % 
part nr cundition d the act admitting a new state into tbe union, they uuy in 
special cases, and for sofficient rcasonii, forbear to exercise this powcr> 1 hiur 
Kentuck)r atid Vermont were adnutted ac new ttatcs into the union, *ichout 
making ihc aboHtion of •lavcry the condition of their adintssioa. In Ver- 
mont slavery never existed ; her lawe excluding th.e same. Kentucky wa» > 
formed out of and settled by Virginia ; and tlie ichabiiaut* of Kentucky equal- 
ly with those of Virginia, by fair interpretation of the cocttitation, were tx- 
cmj>t from all sach interference of congress as might disturb or impair ihc 
security of ihcir property in «Iavc«. The western terri^>ry of Himh Carolina 
and Georgia, having been partially granted and erected under >he authority 
of these states, before the ccttioii thereof to the United Stutcs, and the^e states 
being original parties to the constitutiou, which rc!rsgnise» the existence cf 
slavery, no measure restraining slavery could be applied by <0Bgrcn to this ter- 
ritory. But, to remove all doubts on this head, it was made a condition of the 
cession of this territory to the Uniud States, ^al the ordip^mce of 1787, ex- 
cept tbc sixth article thereof, respecting slavery, should be applied to the 
same ; imd that the sixtK article ehotUd not be so applied. Accordlogly, the 
states of Tennessee, Mississippi, and Alalsaxoa, cosiiprehendiug the tcrf jitor^ 
ceded to the United States by North Carolina and Georgia, have been admit- 
ted, as nevf states, into the union, witboot a provision by Uuicb slikHtfY ^ikUt 
be excluded from the same. i^e«rdiog to this abstract of the procotdMigs of 
congress in the admission of new sutes .into the union .-^-of thff Q^i^ new v 
states within the original limits of the United States, four have be^ , admitted 
without an article excluding slavery ; three have been admitted xm the con'(h« 
tttm that slavery should be excluded ; and onc> admitted without such co{id£> 
tion. *o the first four ca&cS( xocgress were restrMocd froia ekcrcisiDg th^ 
power to exclude slavery ; in the neXt three, they exercised .,%hi» power; and 
in the last, it was umiecessarj to do «o,— slavery bekg excimlcd by the state 
constitution. 

The province of Lsuisisna, soon after its cession to the United States, u-as 
divided into tv7p territories comprehending such parts thereof as were con- 
tiguous to the river Mititssippi ; being the only ports of the prevince that 
were inhabited. The fore^n language, laws, customs and manners of th^ 
inhabitants, required the inunediate^and cautious ^teotion of congress; vtrhich, 
instead of .extending in the first insfance, to these territories the ordinance oS 
1787, ordained special regulations for the government oi the same. Thcuc 
regulations were from time to time revisco and altered, as observation and 
experience shewed to be expedient, and as was declined most likely to encau- 
rage and promote those changes which would sooam qnalify. the inhabitants 
for self-government and admission into the union. When the UniiEd St&tcs 
took possession of the province of Louisiana, in x8o^, it was estimated to' 
contain fifty thousand white inhftbitanis, forty thousand skves» and two thou- 
satid free persons of coloar, * More than four-fiftbs of the whites, and all the 
^ves» except about thiiteea hundred, inhabited Hew Qrleans and the «djav 
Cf4ic territory : the residue, cotutsting of less than ten thousand whites, asd 
and abnut thirteen hundred slaves, were dispersed throughout the cotintry 
sow included in the Arkansa* and Misiouri territories. The greatef part cf 

* This estimate was too high, as by the census of z3io, the wh<de pro> 
vince was found ta contain only 9.7,000 inhabitants, vis 51.000 whites^ 
57,000 slaves, 8,Qop free persons of colour. 
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chc thktceu hunJccd Uavai iti uic Mla^an territciy ; wnic of tliem tiav- 
lau h?es jtiiiaved thither tVam the ojd French settlcOTcnta o;i the cast tiije oi 
tjic Miisissippi, after the pribsing of the ordiamjce of 17^7, by which slavtry 
in those sertlcmuits was abolished, 

fn t ill, the territory of New Orl;aas, to which the ordinance: of 1787, 
■with the exception of certain part* thereof, hftd Iccn prt Jtcusly eittLudcd, was 
permitted by congre&t to form a constitution and jtatt governmeiit; and ad- 
mitted as a new btate into the union, by the name of Lotiisiana. The acts of 
congress for theft purposes, in addittcn to sundry important prowisic-ns re- 
specting riverii and public lands, which are dcdiircd to be irrevocable urjicss 
by cotnmon consent, annex other tcmig and conditions whereby it is establiihed, 
not only that the constitution of Louisiana should be republican, but that it 
should contain the fundatnental piinciples of civil and religious liberty;— ^hat it 
should secure to the citizens the trial by jury in all crimipal cases, and the pri- 
»ilegc of the writ of habeas corpus according to the constitution of the Uni- 
ted States; and sftcr i.ts admission into the union, :hac the laws which Louist~ 
sna might pass should be.promnlgated, its records of every description pre- 
served, and its judicial and legislative proceedings conducted, in tbt language 
in which the laws and judicial proceedings of the United States are published 
and conducted. 

Guards so frieodly to the rights of the citi7ens, and restraints on the state 
aover* ignty so material to the gradual confirmation and security of their liber- 
tics, demonstrate .the extensive and parental power of congress; powera, the 
viisc e::srcsse of which, on this occasion^ is not confined to the inhabitants of 
the new state, but reaches and protects the rights of the citizens of all the 
states, The habits of Khz people and the number of slaves by whom the 
l;ibour of the territory of New Orleans was performed, were doubtless the 
reasons for the omission of an avticle in the aiCt of admission, by v(?hich slavery 
should be excluded from the new state. 

Having annexed these new and extraordinary cwiditions to the act for the 
admission of Louisiana into the union, congress may, if they shall deem it ex- 
pedient, ruinex the like conditions to the act for the admission of Missouri; 
and moreover, a« in the case of Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois, provide by an ar- 
ticle /or that purpose, that slavery shall not exist within the same. 

Admitting ihia construction of the constitution, it is alleged that the power 
by which congress excluded slavery from the states north west of the river 
Ohio, is suspended in respect to the states that may be formed in the pro\ ince 
of Louisiana. The article of the treaty referred to declares, " That tlic inha- 
bitants of the territory shall he incorporated in the union of the United States, 
and admitted as soon as psssiblcv according to the principles of the federal 
constitution, to the enjoyment of all rights, advantages and immunities of 
citizens of the United States; and in the mean time, they shall be main tained 
and protected in the free enjoyment of their liberty, property, and the reli- 
gion wfhich they profess." 

Although there is a want of precisian in the article, its scope and mcani/ig 
cannot be misunderstood. It constitutes a stipulation by which the United 
States engage that the inhahiunts of Louisiana should be formed into a state 
or states, and as soon as the provisions of the constitution permit, that the y 
shall be adir.itted a«. new states into the union, on the footing of the other 
states;— and before such admission, and during their territorial government, 
that they shall be maintained and protected by congress in the enjoyment of 
their liberty, property, and religion. The first clacie of this stipulation will 
be executed by the admission of Missouri as a new state into the union; as 
such admission will impart to the inhabitants of .vlissouri, "all the rights, 
advantages, and immunities" which citizens of the United States derive from 
the constitution thereof;— these rights may be denominated federal rights, 
arc uniforn: throughout the union, and art common to all its citiacns. But 



';i)C rights derivevH fram the conrtitution and laws oi jh'. states, Vihi..H TTtsj 
be dtiioniinBted i^ats riglits, in many partl-rulars disft-r JVotr each o'lisr. 
Thus, while the federal rights of the C!tii,cn» of Mas,iachuE«ttJ aiid Vifginin 
are the same, their »tate right* arc however tiissimilar,-— slavery being im- 
bidden in one, and pLTtnttted in the other litatc. This diil'crecce arites out of 
the conjiticutians and kws of the two ctatct, in the same manner a» the dif> 
fercnce in the right* «f the citiEeni of these aitatei to vote for repre«cnt3tive« 
is congress arises out of th-; state lawt asd coostitvcion: in Massachusetts, 
every person of iawfui age, ar<d powessifijr propiTtT of sny sort, of the value 
of two hundred dollars, may vote for representatives to congress; — it> Vir- 
ginia, niv person can vote for rcpreseotr-tives to coDgress Uck«t hc be a free- 
holder. At the admission of a itev ttxtc into the union confers upon its ct:i- 
zeDS only the rights denotnmated federal, and as these are cozntnoo to tkt 
citizens of all the states, as well of thooe in which slavery is prohibited, as of 
those in which it fs allowed, iffolloWi" that the prohibition of slavery in Mis' 
souri will not impair the federal rights of iu dti^ens; and that such prohibi- 
tion is not restrained by the clause of the treaty which has been cited. 

The remaining clsuse of the article is expressly confined to the pei iod of 
the tcrritoilal government of Missouri — to the time brtwcen the first occupa- 
tion of tlic country by the United States, and its admission as a new statd 
into the union. Whatever may be its import it has no reference nor 
application to the terms of the admisstos, cr to the condition i^*" Missouri 
after it ^hall have been admitted into the union. The clause is hcv the com- 
mon formula of treaties, by which inhabited territories are passed from oak 
sovereign to another: its object as to secure to such inhabitants the perma- 
nent or tesiporairy enjoyment of their former liberties, property snd religion; 
leaving to the new sovereign, full power to niake such regulations re*pect- 
<ng the same, as may be thought cxpcdienti'l^'tided these regulations be not 
incompatible wi'h the stipulated «ecuri;y. 

What vsrcrc the Uberti«is under the Fftncb government, the enjoyment of 
which under ours called for protection, we are unable tb explain: As the 
United States have no power to prevent the free enjoyment of the Cathdllc 
religr.on,'no stipuutioQ against ^'.cir interference t» disturb itceoM be neces- 
sary; and the only part <R the clau«« whose object can be readily understood', 
is that relative to " property." 

As all nation* do not permir slavery, the term property in its common and 
'.miversal tncaning, does not Include or describe slaves. lb treaties therefore 
between oations, and especially in thoss of the United 8t)k«8, whenever sti^^ 
pulations respecting slaves werti to bit made, the word " negroes," or 
" slaves," has been eicnployed; aiid the omission of these ^oh!s aS this 
clause, inaCases the u^icert^jnty whether by the term property, tla*ia were 
intended to be included. But admitting that such was the intention of the 
parties, the stipulation is not only temporary, but extends no farther than 
to the property actually possessed by the inhabitants of Missouri, when it 
was first occupied by tha United StU^: Property since acquired by them, 
and property acquired or possessed by the new inhabitants of Missouri, has 
>D each case been acquired under the Ifiws of the Udited Statiss,' and not 
during and under tbn laws of the province of Louisiana. Should, therefore, 
the future introduction of slaves into Missouri be forbidden, the feelings of 
the citikcfls would scm become reconciled to their exclusion; and the incon- 
Miierable mnnber of aiaves o'tnxtd by the itihabitants at die date of ^ ces* 
*ioa of Ltmisiaaa^ would he emancipated or sent for sale imo states where 
davery exists. 

It is fiii-thfcr dejected, that the article 6f the act of adhiission into the 
union, by which slwery should be excluded from Missouri, would be nugatory , 
as the new state in virtue of its sovereignty, would be at liberty to Mi^bke 
its consent and annul the article by which slftvcry snould be excluded. 



Sudi revocation woulJ be coiitrary :o the obl'gat'ojia of good faitii, wliiclfi 
.'Hjolii.? the oboCi'vuKce of our eiuiagonientu — it would bii rtpugiiant to the 
jiriiicipkf upon which goveriimeiu itself is ftunded: Sovereignty 'u\ every 
lawful govcnmient is a limited power, and can do only what is is lawful 
do— sovercigt!3, like individuals, are bouud by their cng igeiweiHs, i^ni have 
110 moral power to breiik them. Trcaues between nations repose on thiti 
principle. If the new state can revoke and annul an :>riicle concluded ba- 
twceu itself and the United States, by which shvcry is oxdud;,d from it, it 
may revoke and annul any other article of the compact : it msy for ciainple 
annul the article respecting public lunda; -and in virtue of its so»ereigntv, 
asauine the right to tax and to sell the lands of the l/nited St^ies. 

ThL-re is yet ?■ :nore satisfactory answei' to this objection. The judicial 
fower of the Ucited States is co exteuiive v/ith their legislative power; and 
every question arising under the ccuBiitution or kws of the United States, 
is cognizable by the judiciary thereof. Should the new state rctcind any of 
the articlcK of compact contained in the ict of admission into the union,, 
that for example by wKich slavery is excluded, ^nd should pass »law autho- 
rising tlavcry, the jiudiciary of the United States, on proper application, 
v/ouid immediately deliver from bondage, any ^ ers&n detained as a slave in 
isaid sute ; and ia like manner, in s'l iubtances affecting individuals, the 
diciary might be eaiploycd to defeat cvcty attempt to violate the constitu- 
tion and laws of the United States. 

If congress possesses the power to exclude alsivery froi > Missouri, it stili 
renisins to be shewn that they ought to do so. The examination of this 
branch of the subject, fo- oLvicus reasons, is attended with peculiar diificultjr, 
and cannot be made without passing over arguments which to lome of us 
might appear to be decisive, but the use of which, in this place, wopld call 
up feelings, the i.afiucnce of which would disturbj if not defeat the impar- 
tial consideration of the subject. 

Slavery unhappily ejcisis within the United States. Enlightened men in 
the states where it is permitted, ;Mid every where out of tlicm, regret its ex^ 
istence among us, and seek for the means of limiting and of mitigating it. The 
flrst introdiK.tion of slaves^ is not imputable to the present generation, nor 
<^ven to their ancestors. Before the year 1642, tltc trade and ports of thr 
colonits were open to foreigners equally as those of the mother country ; ai 
as early as ibzo, a few years only aft«r the planting of the ^:^lony of Vir- 
ginia, and the s*me year in which the first settlement V7asmade in the old co- 
inny of Plymouth, a cargo, of negroes was brought iu and se\d as slaves in 
Virtjioii, by a foreign ship,* From this beginning, the importation of slaves 
•was continued for nearly two centuries.— To her hcnour^ Virginia, while i 
colony, opposed the importation of slaves, and was the first state to prohibit 
the same, by a laW jasscd for tb's purpoie in 1778, thirty yeare before the ge- 
neral prohibition iircted by congress in xSoS. The laws and customs of 
the states in wbicli slavery has eiisted ior so long a period, xaiht h?ve had 
their influence an the opinionii and habits of the citizens ; which ought not to 
be disregarded on the present occasion. 

Omitting therefore, tlie ar^ aments which might be urged, and which by all 
of us mifht be deemed conciUitve, were this an original question, the rea^ 
tions vVitich jnall be offered in favor ol the inttrposiiion of the power of con- 
gress to exclude slavery from Missouri, shall be only such »» rcs^/ict the com- 
mon defence, ibt genera! welfare, and that wise aidministration of the go- 
vernment whitii as far as possible may produce the impartial distribution of 
beuefi: ■< and burdem throughout the union. 

By the article cf confederation the common treasury was to be supplied 
5>y the several states according to the Talac of the lands, with the bouses and 
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j'uprovements thereon, vvlthai the respective states. From the <iiiricuUy in 
inaliing this vaiualion, the old congress wtre unabk to apportion the requi- 
sitions for the supply of the g«:acral trea»ury ; znd obJigcd to propose to ihc 
slc,(:e»iii alteration of the artides of coiifedi;i-atiou--by which the whole num- 
ber of free persons, \.hh three fifths of the hU'icn, coutaiiied in the respective 
ilatei, should became the rule of »uch apporcionine nt of the taxes, A ma- 
jority of the states approved of this alteration, but some of "hem uisagrecd 
to the same ; and for want of a practicable rule of apportionn.ent, the whole 
of the requisitior of taxc» mads by congress during the rcvoliUisnary ■^ar, 
and afterwards, up to the Establishment of the constitution of the United 
States, were merely provisional, and subject t« revision and correction as 
soon as such rules should be adopted. The several states were credited for 
their supplies, and rhergcd for the advances inade to them by congress; but no 
settlement of their accounts could be made, for the want of a rule of ap- 
portionment, until the establishment of the constitution . 

When the general convention that formed the constitutior. took this sub- 
ject into their consideration, the whole question was once more examined; 
and while it was agreed that ail contributions to the common treasury 
should be made according to the ability of the several states to furnish th^: 
same, the old difficulty recurred in agreeing upon t rule whereby »uch abi- 
lity should be ascertained;— there being no simple standard by which the abi- 
lity of individuals to pay taxes can be aKcrtained. A diversity in the selci- 
tion of t'Jieshas been deemed requisite to their equalization. Between 
communities, this difficulty is less conciderablt ; and although the rule of re- 
lative numbers would not accurately measure the relative wealth of na- 
tions ; in states in the circumstances of the United States, whote iustitu- 
tlons, laws and employments arc so much alike, the rule of number is pro- 
bably as Dearly equal, as any other simpl<s"%nd practicable rule can be ex- 
pected to be ;— (though between the old and ntfw states it» equity is defec- 
tive. )~>Tfaese considerations, added to the approbation which had already 
been given to the rule by a majority of the states, induced the convention 
to agree, that direct taxrs should be Apportioned aoiong the states, accord- 
ing to the v/hole number of free persons, and three fifths of the slaves 
which they might respectively contain. 

The rule for apportionment t>f taxes, is not necessarily the most equita- 
ble rule, for the apportionment of representatives among the states ;--pro- 
pcrty must not be disregarded in the composition of the first rale ; but fre- 
quently is overlooked in the establishment of (lie second : — a rule which 
might be approved in respft to taxes, would be disapproved in respect to 
represjntatives ; one indiviU»>al possessing twice as much property as ano- 
ther, might be required to pay double the taxes of such other ; but no man 
has two votes to another's one ;■— rich or poor, «;ach has but a single vote 
in the choice of representatives. 

In the dispute between England and the colonies, the latter denied the 
right of the former to tax them, because they were not represented in the 
English Parliament. They contended, that according to the law of the land, 
taxation and representation were inseparable. The rule of taxation being 
agreed upon by the convention, it is poss:ible that t '. ; maxim with which we 
successfully opposed the claim of England, may have had an influence .In 
procuring the adoption of the same rule for the apportionment of represen- 
tatives: the true meaning, however, of this principle of the English consti- 
tution , is, that a folony or dis . Is not to be taxedVhich is not represent- 
ed; not !:'iat its number or repi leatativtis shall be ascert;>ined by. its quota 
ef taxes. If three fifths of the slaves are virtually represented, or their 
owners obtain a disproportionate power in legislation, and in the ftppcint- 
ment of the president of the United States, why nhould not other pl'apiirty 
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he v'rtuaily reprcscnteJ, ami its owii.:r obtiitri a like power iu Icgir-Iad'on, 
anil iti tl e choitcof the prcfideiU — Property is not confiiicd to sLivci, but 
esist-iiii houst 5, 'tores, ships, capital in trade and manufactures. '1 o secure 
to ilu) owners oi property in slaves, greater poliiical power than is allow- 
ed to the owners of other and equivalent property, seeuu t.c. be contrarj to 
our theory of fl)c cquaiity of pcrsotwl lights; inasmuch as the citizen? of 
some states thereby become etititied to other and grtnter political power, 
than the citizens of other states. The present house of representaiives con- 
sists of one hundred and eighty-one members; which aic apportioned amonj; 
the states in a ratio of occ representative for every thirty-five thousand fcd- 
Cfal number?, which are ascertained by adding to the whole number of free 
persons, three fifths of the slaves. According to the h. t census, the whole 
number of slaves within the United States was 1,191,364; which entitled 
the states possessing the same, to. twenty representatives^ and twenty presi- 
dential electors more than they woul.1 be entitled to, were the slaves er- 
ciuded. By the Ian ce.-jsus, Virginia contained 58a 104 free persons, and 
5y»,ii8 slaves. In any of the states where slavery is excluded, jfSa.io^ 
free prrsous would be entuled to elect only sixteen representatives; whiic 
in Virginia, 583,104 free persons, by the addition of three fifths ef her 
slaves, becomes entitled to elect, and do in fact elect, twenty-thrc: repre- 
sentatives ;-— being seven additional ones on account of her slaves. . lus, 
while 35,000 Jree persons are requisite to el.ct one representative in a btate 
where slavery is prohibited, 55,559 persons in Virginia, may and do 
elect a representative — so that five free persons in Virginia, have as much 
jjowcr in the choice of representatives to congress, and in the appointment 
of presidential electors, as seven free persons in any of ihsi states in which 
slavery does not exist. \ , 

This inequality in the apportionment of representatives was not misuiv. 
derstood at the adoption of the constitution— but as no one anticipated the 
fsct that the whole of the revenue of the United States would be derived 
from indirect taxes, (which cannot be .supposed to spread themselves over 
the several states according to the rule for the appor'jcnmcni of direct 
taxes,) it was believed that a part of the contribution to the common 
treasury would be apportioned among the states by the rule for the appor- 
tionment of representatives. The states in which slavery is prohibited, ulii- 
tnately, though with reluctance, acquiesced in the disproportionate number 
of representatives and electors that was secured .to the slave holding states. 
The concession was, at the time, believed to be a great' one; and has proved 
to have been the greatest which was made to secure the adoption of the con- 
stitution. 

Great, however, as this concession was, it was definite ; and its full extent 
was comprehended. It was a settlement between the original thirteen states. 
The considerations arising out of tb«ir actual condition, their past connec- 
tion, and tlie obligation which all felt to promote a reformation in the fed- 
eral government, were peculiar to the time and to the parties; and arc net 
app:;.>'c to the new statrs, which congress may now be willing to admit 
into the union. 

The equality of rights, which iDicIudes an equality cf burdens, is a vital 
principle in our theory of government ; and its jealous preservation it the 
best security of public and individual freedom: tlie departure from this priii- 
ciplc in the diispropprtionate power and ioSuence, allowed to the slave hold- 
ing states, was a necessary, sacri^ce to the establishment of the constltHtion. 
The effect of this concession h'a^ been ohvipus in the preponderance which 
it has given to the slave holding states, over the other states. Neverthe- 
less, it IS an ancient settlement ; atid faith and honour stand pledged not to 
disturb it. But the extension of this disproportionate power" to the new' 
states would be unjust and odious. The states whose power would be 
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y,'ofidgcd, and wlio>c burdens would be incrcaseo by thc'arieiiUi'C, cannot Lc 
cxiK-citd to consent to it\ :;nd wc may hope thai ihc othtr states arc two 
jn.ijiiiX'. imour. to insist on it. 

The eahterice of slavery impairs the industry and the power of a natior; 
and it docft so in proportion to the multiplicatioR of its slaves: wi.erc the 
Siianuul labour of a country is performed by slave*, labour dinhonours the 
hands of freemen. 

If her Jabourers ore slaves, Missouri may be able to pay money taitSj but 
will be unable to raise toldiers, or to recruit ee^ien, and experience s;cnis 
to have pioved that manufactures do not prosper where the artificers art 
blaves. In case of foreign war, or domestic insurrection j misfortunes froni 
which no states are exempt, and against which all should be ieasonably pre- 
pared, slaves not only do u<k add to, but diminish the facuUy cf self defenci : 
instead of increasing the public strength, they lessen it, by the whole num- 
ber of free persons, whose place they occupy, increased by the number of 
free men that may be employed aa guards over them« 

The motives for the admission of new states into the union, arc the ex- 
tension of th<: priacip!e» of our free government, the equalizing of the n>ublic 
burdens, and the consolidation of the power of the confederated nation. 
Unless these objects be promoted by the admission of new states, no such ad- 
mission can be expedient or justiCed. 

The states in which slavery already exists arc contiguous to each other- 
they arcUlsothe portion of the United States nearest to the European colonies 
in the West Indies; — colonies whose future condition can hardly be regarded 
as problematical. If Missouri and the other states that ma^ be forn ed to the 
west of the river Mississippi are permitted to introduce and establish slave- 
ry, the repose, if not the security of the union. may he endangered; all tln; 
states touth of the river Ohio and west of Pennsylvania and Delaware will 
be peopled with sU ves and the establishment of uew states west of the river 
Mississippi will serve to extend slavery instead of freedom over that baund- 
Jess region. 

Such intreacc of the states, whatever other interest it may promote, will 
be sure to add nothing to tb^; security of the public liberties; andean hardly 
fail hereafter to require and produce a chagc m our scovernmeot. 

On the other hand, if slavery be excluded from Missouri, and the other 
new states which may be formed in this quarter, not only will the hlavc 
markets be broken up, and the principles of freedom be #;xtended and 
strengthened ; but an exposed and important frontier will present a barner, 
which will check and keep back foreign assailants, who may be as brave, 
and, as we hope, will be as free, as oursebis. Surrounded in this manner 
by connected bodies of freemen, the states where slavery is allowed will be 
:r.adc more secure against domestic insurrection, and less liable to be affect- 
ed by what may take place in the neighbouring colonies. 

It ought not be forgotten, that the first and main object of the negocra- 
tion which led to the acquisition of Louisiana, was the free navigation of 
the Mississippi; a river that forms the sole, passage from the western states 
to the ocean. This navigation, although of general bencfi?., has been 
always valued and desired, as of peculiar advantage to the wcstera states; 
whose demands to obtain it, were neither equivocal nor unreasonable. EiU 
with the rivtr Mississippi,— by a sort of cocr*. ..n, we acquired by good or 
jU fortune, as our future measures shall dettrnaine, the whole province of 
Louisiana . As this acquisition was iiiade at the common expense, it is very 
fairly urged, that the advantages to be derived from it should also be cora- 
mon. This it is said will not happen, if slavery be excluded from Missouri, 
as the citizens of states where slavery is permitted will be shut out, .md nont; 
hut citizens of states v?hc*rc slavery is prohibited can become inhabitants of 



Bat tiiis ceiiM.qu£Dcfi vAM net arise from the jiroposcl excluaiou v> tlsv^ry; 
tiK c-£i:zcns oi' etatce, m which slavery is aUowcd, like ^dl o^her citizens, will 
be fret to become inlubitants of the Missouri, in like manner as they have 
be( (>»nc tiihibitants of Ohio, Indiana and Illinois, in which davery is for- 
biddtii. The exclusson of $!avc.s from Mitisouri, will not therefore operate 
unequally aaioKg the citizens of the Unitdd StF.tes. 'I he constitution pro- 
vides, " that the citizens of t-acb state shall be entitled to enjoy a" 'h; .l^hte 
and immunities of citizens cf the sewriil states" —every cit,>::vn may therefore 
lYJtnov^ from or>c to another svm, snd there enjoy the rights anc iramani- 
tics of its citizens. The proposed provision enjudcs slavej, not dtiaens, 
whose l ights it will not, and cannot impairs 

Besides there is nothing uew or peculiar in a provision for the exclusion of 
;,:avrry: it has been established in the states north west of the river Ohio, 
and has esistcd from the beginning in the old states where slavery is forbid- 
den. The citizens of states where slavery is allowed, may become inhabi- 
tants oi Missouri, but <?annot hold slaves there, nor In any other state where 
i-nvcry is prohibited. As well might the laws prohibiting slave-y in the 
old states become the subject of complaint, as the proposed exclusion of 
slavery in Missouri; but there is no foundation for such complaint in cither 
"ca?e. It is further urged, that the admission of slaves Into Missouri would 
be limited to the slaves who are already within the United States; that their 
health and comfort would be promoted by their dispersion; and that their 
nr.mbers would be the iame, whether they remain confined to the states 
where slavery exists, or arc dispersed over the new states that may be admit- 
ted into the Union. 

That tiooe but domestic slaves would be introduced into Missouri, and 
the other new and frontier states, fs most fully disproved by the thousands 
of fresh slaves, which, in violation of our laws, are annually imported into 
Alabama, Louisiana and Mississippi. 

We may renew our efforts, aud enact new laws with heavier penalties, a- 
gainsi; the importation of slaves: the revenue cutters may more diligentiy 
•w^tch our shores; and the naval force may be employed on the ccajt cf Afri- 
ca, and on the ocean to break up the slave trade— but these means will not 
put an end to it ; so long as markets arc open for the purchase of slaven, so 
long they will be suipplied : and so long as we permit the existence of slavery 
iu our new and frontier states, so long slave markets will exist. The plea of 
humanity is equally inadmissable ; since no one who has ever witnessed the ex- 
periment, v»iU believe, that the condition of slaves is made better by the 
breaking up, and separation of their femilies, nor by their removal from the 
old states to the new ones ; and the objection to the provision of the bill ex- 
cluding slavery from Missouri, is equally applicable to the like prohibitions 
of the old states: tliese should be revoked in order that the slaves, now con- 
fined to certain states, may, for Uieir health, and comfort, and roultiplication, 
be spread 07er the whole union. 

That the condition of slaves within the United States has been improved, 
and the rigours of slavery mitigated, by the establishment and progress of 
our free governments, is a fact that imparts consolation to all who have taken 
pains to inquire concerning it. The disproportionate increase of free persons 
of colotjr, can be explained only by the supposition that the practice of emanci- 
pation is gaining ground;— .a practice which there is reason to believe would be- 
come more general, if a plan could be devised by which the comfort and morals 
of: the emancipated slaves could be satisfactorily provided for : for it is not to 
twTdoubted that public opinion every where, and especially in the oldest states 
of the union, is less favourable than fornierly to the existence of slavery. 
Generous and enlightened men in the states where slavery exists, hzvc dico- 
vered mcch solicitude on the subject ; a desire has been manifested that eman- 
cipation might be encouraged by the establishment of a place, or colony 
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wlthouv che Uuktd Sutes, to Vihich free pcrjons oi' colour nught he resiovi;*: ; 
Md great eflToriE fc: that pwrpo&t: arr rasking, v'i'h a corrci ^ aiidcot as .tkiy 
for ihcir jucccss. Tliese persons, enlightened aud humane as they arc ki'.own. 
to be, siieiy will be un*illipg to promote ihc icmoval of the akiea from 
the old statt;.' - to the new one*; whu-c their comforts wi)i not be multipli ed, 
atid where iheir fcttcr» may he rivettcd for ever. 

Slavery cannot exist in Missouri without the conjcat of congrew ; the ques- 
tion may t'.c -eforc he considered, hi certain lights, a ncvr ope,— it bi-.iog 
the fir*t instance ih which an enquiry respecting slavery, in a case so free from 
the intiueBce of the ancient law*, usages, and manners of the country, ha» 
come before the senate. 

The territory of Mitaouri i» beyond our ancient limits; and the inquiry 
whether slavery ehall exist tbare, is open to many of the argument* that 
might be employed, had slavery neter exis,t?4 within the United iitztct. It ii; 
a question of no oi<tSinarf importance. Freedom and slavery arc the parlies 
which stand this day before the senate ; and upon its decision the empire of 
the one or the other will be established in the new utaic which we arc about 
to admit into the urion. 

If slavery be permitted in Missouri, with the cUmsfe, and soil, and in 
the circumstances of this territory, what hope can be cntertBin<:d that it 
win ever be probibittd in any of the new states that will be formed in the 
immense region west of the Mlisissippi? Will the co-extensivc esublish- 
mcnt of davcry zadot new states throughout this region, lessen the dan- 
ger of domestic insurrection, or of foreign aggression? Will this mantscr of 
executing the great trust of admitting new states into the unioDi contribute 
to assimilate our manners and usages; to increase pur muttial sdSisction and 
confidence; agd to establish tliat equality ^Kuefits and burthens whicb con- 
stitutes the true basis of our strength and union ? — Will the militia of the 
nation, which must furnish our soldiers and seamen, incrcate as slav^ iii-> 
crease ? will the actual disproportion in the military service of the nation be 
thereby diminished t a disproportion that will be, as it has been, readily borne, 
as between the 'jriginal states; because it arises out of their compact of union; 
but which may become a badge of inferiority, if required for the protection 
of those who, being free to choose, persist in the establishoiKrt of inaxims, 
the inevitable effect of which will deprive them of the power to contribute 
to the common defence, and even of the ability to protect themselves. There 
are limits within which our federal system must stop ; no one has *i;pipowrd 
that it could be indefinitely cxtCDdcd— we arc now about to pass our origi- 
nal boundary ; if this can be done witliout afifecting the principles of our free 
government, it can be accomplished only by the most vigilant attention to 
plant, chcriffh and custain the principles of liberty in the new states that 
may be formed beyond our ancient limits : with our utmost caution in this 
respect, it may still be justly apprehended that the general government must 
be made stronger as we become more extended. 

But if, instead of freedom, slavery is to prevail, and spv^ad as we extend 
our dominion, can any reflcrting man fail to see the necetHty of giving to the 
genei-al government greater powers, to enable it to afford the protection that 
will be demanded of it ; — powers that will be difficult to coQ^oul, sad which 
may prove fiatal to the public liberties. 
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IMi-. Chairman — If the few citiaens who now inhabit the territory of 
Missouri were alone interested Iq the decision of this question, I should von- 
lent myself with voting in favour of the amendment, widiout occupyiog for 
a moment the attention of this ccmmsttce. But the fact is far otherwise : 
thobe whom wc sb*^' authorize to set in motion the machine of free govern- 
iMsiit beyond the Mississippij will, in many rcspeq^, dacidc the de*tiny of 
millions. Cast your eye on that majestic river which givea name to the ter- 
ritory, for the admission of which into the union we arc about to provide : 
trace its nicanderiugs, through fertile regions of n?orc than two ihoussud 
niiict; cross ihciitoiiiy Mo«ntaiii8, and descend the navigable wateis which 
empty into the Wceter u Ocean ; ccctcmpl^tc the states hereafter to unfurl 
their banners over this fair portion of America ; dje succewivc generations of 
freemen who there ihafl adofn the arts, enlarge the circle of science, and im. 
prove the conditioQ of our species. Having taken this survey, you will be 
able in some measure, to appreciate the importance of the subject before u». 
Our ¥otcg this day will determine whether the high destinies of this region, 
and of these generations, »hall be fulfilled; or whether we shall defeat them 
by permittiog slavery, with aJJ its btuicful cooKquenccs, to inherit the land. 
Let the magnitude of thi> questic«;[/plcad my apology, while I brie6y addrea* 
a few considerations to the sober judgn^eot of patriots and statesmen. 

I will not stop to examine the policy of extending our settlcmci.es into the 
wilderness, with the astoaishing rapidity which has marked their progress, 
leaving withal our ancient borders an extensive country, unsubdued by the 
hand of man. This enquiry, although intimately connected with th<: sub- 
ject, would too much extend the range of discussion at thie laic period of the 
session. 1, however, cannot forbear reminding gentlemen that but a few years 
bave elapsed since the opinion wa& often expressed, and earnestly inculcated, 
by our wisest and best men« that no locations ought to b-: made beyond the 
Mississippi, until the original stare;, and tucir territories should sicquire a po- 
pulation of considerable compactness and strength ; and that oui military 
posts should not be pushed forward faster than was necessary to protect the 
frontier settlcmenis. A policy embracing more enlarged ideas, and r\orc 
magnificent projects, appears to have succeeded, We now talk of foris at 
chc mouth of the Ycllttw Store, and mi'itary establi?hmei.ta, some fifteen or 
twenty hundred miles in the Indian country, gs objcctt of reasonable and easy 
achievement. An honourable member from Virginia has this morning pre- 
sented a petition from sundry inhabitants of that sute, praying of congress, 
permisiion to settle on Columbia river, beti^reen the Rocky Mountains and the 
•PacificOcean— probably intending to introduce slavery into the remotest verge 
of our republican tciritory. I pass o^er these subjects, however momentous, 
and well descrviiig the attention of congress, and come directly to the p^bts 
in i:sae. 

First— Has congrass power to require of ]Mi»s(yurt a constitutional pro- 
hibition against the further introduction of slavery, as a csndition of her 
admission into the union ? 

Second — If the power exists, is it wise to exercise it ? 

Congress has no power unless it be expnissly. granted Ly the cotutitution, 
or necessary to the execution of some power clearly delegated. What then 
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ace ti'.c granti mudc to congtejs ia relation to the lerritoricf ? The third sec- 
tion of thi; fourth article dctlares, that ' the congrtst shaSl have powtr ta 
ciispoac of, and make all iieedtut rules and rcguiationa respecting the territo- 
ry, or o .her property, belonging to the United States." It would I>c diffi- 
cult to devi&e a more comprehensive: grant of power. The whole mbject is 
put at she disposal of tongress— *s well a» the right of judgintj what regula- 
tions are proper to be made, at the power of making them, t» clearly granted. 
Until admitted into the nison, this politkai jocicty i» a territory ; all the pre- 
liminary steps relating io its admission arc territorial regulatiocs. Hence in all 
suc h cases, congress hasexsrcistd the po wer of determining by whom the con- 
stitution ihall be made~how its fraraers shonld be elected — when and where 
they «hooid meet — and what p»opo*iticns should be subf«ittedt.otheirdeciMon. 
After its lorojatioi:), the congress ciiamine its provisions, and, if approved, 
admit the state into the union, in pursuance of h power delegated by the sams 
section of the coostituttoD, in the following words : "new states may be ad- 
mitted by the congress into the union." This gratit of power is evidently 
alternative ; its f lercisc is committed to the sound distrct'ion of congress ; no 
injustice is dune by declining it. But if congress ba^ the power of altog;ether 
refusing to admit new states, much more has it the power of prescribing such 
conditions of admission as may be judged reasonable. The exercise of this 
power, until novt, has never been questioned. The act of J8U2, under 
v^hich Ohio was admitted into the union, prcKribed the condition that ita 
constitution should not be repugnant to the ordinance of 17S7, The utth 
article of that ordina«ce declares *' there fball be neither slavery cor ioTOlon- 
tary servitude in the said territory, otherwise than in the punishment of crrmet, 
whereof the party shall have been duly convicted." Tiie satne condition was 
impos:rd by congress on the pet»plc of lodifita and niinoig. These stues have 
all complied with it, and framed coDstituttdi« rjtcludibg slavery. Mi«.ourt 
lies in the same latitude. Its sail productious and climate are the same, iind 
the same principles of goremmctit should be applied to it. 

But it is said, that, by the treaty of 1803, with the French rcpabSic, con- 
gress is restrained from imposing this condition. The third article it quoted 
as containing the prohibition. It is m the following words : The inhabi- 
tants of the ceded territory shall be incorporated in the union of the United 
States, and admitted as soon ac possible, according to the principles of the 
federal constitution, to the enjoyment of all the rights, advantages and rm> 
munities of citizens of the United States; and, in the mean time, they shali 
be maintained and protected lo the free enjoyment of their liberty, property, 
4nd the religion which they profess." The inhabitants of the ceded territory, 
when transferred from the' French republic, in regard to the Unifed States, 
would tiavc stood sn the relation of aUens. The objec" of the article doiibt- 
iess was to provide for their admission to the rights of citi'teng, and their ia- 
corporat'on uito the American family. The treaty made no provision for 
the erection of new states in the ceded territory. That was a qnestton of 
national jJolicy> properly reserved for the decision of those to whom the con* 
stituti'./n had committed the power. The framers of the treaty well knew 
thac the President and Senate could not bind Congress to admit nevtr states 
i^to the union. The unconstitutional doctrine had not been then broached, that 
the President and Senate could not only purchase a West. India island, or an 
African principality, but also impose upon congreu »n obli^tton to make it 
an independent Mte, and admit it into the union. If the President and Se- 
nate can, by treaty, change the constitution of the United St&tes and ro 
congress of & power clearly delcgsited, the doctrine may be true ; but other* 
Vf'iBc, it is false. The treaty, therefore, has no operation on the qucstinn in 
debate. Its requirements, however, have been faithfully fulfilled. In ISO'}, 
the lavFs of the Utiited States wkt extended to that territory. The prctcc- 
tioa afr«rded by the federal constHofiett was guaranteed to its inhabitants. 



They were thus incnrpcuatc'i in the Malos," aod ucuTcd in t'nc erjc/ni.err 
of their rights. The treaty stipulation bciug thus executed, " as soon er 
pojsibk," it remained a questior- for the fnturc d,tmninatjon of congress, 
whcth"*^ tie govemaoent ^ould remain tcrritoria!, or become that of an iii- 
depenUeot (tate. In iSlI.thix question was decided in relation to chat part of 
the territory which then embraced cearly al[ the popuUttion, and to acquire 
vs-hich, alone, the treaty had been made, A law wa* passed to enable the 
people of the territory of Orleans, to form a constitutwn and state govem- 
ment, and to provide for its admission into the union. Did congress then 
doubt its power to annex conditions to such admission ? No, sir, far from it. 
The government of Orleans had aiway; heca administered according to the 
principles of the civil law. The common law, so highly valued in other 
parts of CM country, was not recognised there. Trial by jury was unknown 
to the inhabitants. Instead of a privilege, they considered its introduction an 
odious departure from their ancient admintstifatian of justice. Left to them- 
selves, they never would have introduced it. Congress, however, knowing 
these things, made a condition of their admission into the union, that trial 
by jury ihouM be secured to the citizen by a constiiuticnal provision. Even 
the language of the territory was required to be changed, as a condition of 
its admission. The inhabitants were wholly Ffr.Mch and Spanish. Their's 
were the only lang^:age generally spcken, or even vanderstood. Btt congress 
required from them a constitutional provision, that their leg:s!ative and judi- 
cial proceedings should be conductcc' in t?*.c English language. They were 
not left at liberty to determine this point for themselves. From these facto, it 
appears that congress, at that day, acted from a conviction that it possessed 
the power of prescribing the conditions of their admission into the uDion> 

Gentlemen have said the amendment is in violation of the treaty, because 
it impairs the property of a mSkiter in his slave. Is it then pretended, that 
notwithsunding the declaration in our bill of rights, " that a!i men are cre- 
ated equal," one individual can have a vested property, not only in the flesh 
and blood of his fellow man, but also in generations not yet called into ex- 
istence? Can it be believed that the sr>preme legislature has no power to pro- 
vide rules and reguUtior)S for ameliorating the condition of future ages? 
And this, too, when the constitution itself has vested in congress full sove- 
reignty, by authorising the enactment of whatever law it may deem condu- 
cive to the welfare of the country ? The sovereignty of congrest in relation 
to the states, is limited by specific grants; but in regard to the territories^ it 
is unlimited. Missouri was purchased with our money ; and, uhtil incorpo- 
rat£^d into the family of sUkies, it may be sold for money. Can it then be 
maifiUuncd, that although we have the power to disjwse of the whole terri- 
tory, wc have no right to provide against the further mcrease of sjavery with- 
in its limits? That, although we change the political relations of its free citi- 
zens by transferring their country to a foreign power, wc caniMJt provide foi 
the gradual abolition of slavery within itslimits; nor establish those civil re- 
gulations which tiatorally flow from self evident truth? N*, sir, it cannot— 
the practice of nations, and the common sense of mankind, haye long since 
decided the« q«»e»tion8. 

Having proved, as I apprehend, o-jr right to legislature in the manner pro- 
posed, 1 proceed to illustrate the propriety of exercising it. And here 1 
might rest satisfied with reminding my opponents of their own declarations 
on the subject of slasery. How often, and how eloquently, have they de- 
plored its existence among them! What willingness, nay, what solicitude 
have they not m«aifested to be relieved from this burden! How have they 
wept over the nnfortanate policy that first introduced slaves into this country! 
How h%ve they disclaimed tha guilt and shame of that original sip, etid 
throws it back open their ancestors! S have with pleasure heard these avow- 
als of regret and confided hi their sincerity; I have hoped to sec its effects in 



:he advancement of the cause «if faumtinirf. Gcntlcraeft liaTe now an oppor- 
tunity of putting their priiic^>lt» into praciicc: if they have tried slavciy audi 
loi iid it tc he a cnrsCj if tbey dtiii'f- to dissipate the glioro wiHi ivllich it 
cdvers their land; ! call upoft them to exclude it ftoni tiie territory in quei- 
tloa: platit not it« $eeds io thii uncorrupt wii; let a)!^^oi>r '^liililua, looktogr 
})ack to the proceeding of ibi? day, my of thtm» «i ihcf have bcea con- 
nrained Co speak of their iathftrs, " we wi>h theif decrdoii fajtd beat different; 
we regret the ctlslente <tf thii unfortuiittte pcpuIaUofl umoa^ us; b»t wc 
found them hue; we ktiow not Vrhit to it #!th tiitiik; it »ou? oxiifortun;, 
wc^a^st heat k with potiince." ' ;";<, 

f'^liiittixj A'ill record the d^clilon of thii dsy a< exei-tihg iti iafluence r# 
' cisQturiei to conrie i>izr tht poptiSatiort of htlf out' conftiaeac. If we t ejc^ 
the amendment, ind MSet this evil, now easily crkdicit^d, to strike itt root ' 
to deep in t^ie toilthitic ctonct he refttoVfcd, ithbll i^e not fiurmh^otoe 
apolbgy for doubtirfg fiur sincerity, wheA wedeplor<i its extitcncef — shall we 
not etposc o&r£elvei to (lie sanit kiud of erasure whl<^ wiU pronovnccd hf 
iht Saviour of mftukiad up6ti the ici-ibes and phtfrike^, wbb bniidcd the 
tonibs Of the ^roph6ts ttttd gahiishtd (he scptilchfes of the rtg^htcous, and iii^ 
if they bad lived ih the di-ft of theii* fathers, the/ would not have brei^ p;tr- 
takrt's with them in the blood of the propbdts; while the]^ flianifetfted a i^irit 
which chxtlf proved theiri the le|ritiaute de^eodt^ti of those who Hilled tire 
probh^i|^;nd tkixi fitled up the inasiit« of th«J^ Mhers' ihiq^iry? 

Mr.^iiairr.«k«f, itat of thi g;etitUmeh ffora Hjentuckj", (Mr. Clay,) has 
pressed into hh ei^i'vice the cause of huthftuity. Hdhxs pathitica'liy urged us 
to withdraw our amendment, and suflet- Oiis uih'foirtiiniitid pbpaI<ttion to be dis- 
persed over the country. He sayi they ^lU be better fti, c]6'th<d and shel- 
tered; and their wholt tobdition ^lll bfc grtitlf Iinprovvd; Thfc hiurtaAity io 
which hi appeals, is bate coiti; it is cOuiU^eii--.~!t Is thit' humanity ^'hicK 
seeks to paHikte partial dis^aie by the apj^Iicatioa 6f nottrtnhs, ^^th' S«^^t(ir 
its seeds through the who!i sysicm—- i^Mth saves' a' fin'gdt to-day, hid t'tepu- 
tatcs the t» to-morrow. Sir, iny hiart ttdpbnit to iht call ii btiAaanir^: 
I willYealoutly nniti irt any practirabk n;i£aus of betteiriE^ th« c^dltii6^ of 
this oppressed people. I iHi ready to appropri^ j i .iiririatf '^ ihcH- 
to aid them in settling :t; set ! :rt» not billing, I nevirt' will coitikvet M Heliiii 
the whole country West of the .Mississippi a sirt'ket dvert foi' hiSil&a ff^sju 
In vain will yNl enact scterclaWs against Jfhi iaii^rta'ddn of tlivei', itihik 
cica te them an additional dimttQd,by ojp^ningifhe wesftro wArf^ttf thtlreja- 
ploym^i^ Wbi^e a nigro aaan i^ bought in Africa [ot tStvi ^ew^dvti dr a 
botTTTUfwiskey', add sold zt Hcvr OHeao^ (tr ivrslvt or fiftien htindt^<fd diol- 
hrs, avarice will 'stimulate to the Vidlati6n of y'ddr liVs. l^otWith's^i^'ding; tlie 
pcnakies a:nd c.iifiscAti6hs iieHoanc^ i^t you/ Ubiitiiet, iCifd' acttfatfy tttifoTcid 
on all detected orfendcrs, the iHvi indi conffrfafe'r-i^ ii^&Wt ei*cutfbn 6^ 
the laws may dii^inish it, but whTle you iiitteiltt the dlcnl4n'd°;^ o^r so 
great temptation to Ah cupidity of u6prir.cii?W tht'n,' tifcy wiil'iCtfCDiittif 
gxery peril in the prostcntioh of this utih&lIbwH ti-aSlcl. 
C" The gintlertian frcM Kentucky' iai intimiitid hei tnUitigiiiji, &' Addition -i 
tS Ilii existing penalties ts^b trafts^resi^on. tc< Sstttirigc this ihhii^titvak- 
merce by'dccla*;^^ the impofted slave tft li tfee. Thi^rtk'ijito, il «iiaili» 
lished, would id iheofy j^rovide »ti^r^,^0itiiy' f6it ^ur d^fj Wi iti ptittiiti it 
woold be fottbd altoj^tbsr tflq|>d^C^^ A!4^\P£ iiitdi^y^ied tnt6 t&i'^ii- 
try aiid by hvtr beCAttea* fi'et^ bttftKfndt of ^mplirM'tt^ itin^ U <^a!bMdl 
by witniessis ht » cotiit of jtrat^ To A6ii^av£ fi^(ii|'^el^ all m«a atti 
pre<«umed f^e«, Uittii tM cob^ff Iks f^WU; l^iat #&:r^ ^<^ciy ilf ittMabii, 
ill bliick men iLtk p\riiimid Hkvh, i&m^^_ mvh'i fM, ^lltii^i-^. 

t6 ti<6 snctctM pt-dSttption of hfi tlkM-J^l* frbnbi tke *hi^, nti- 
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fii<niicd, ignorant of cur language, and untlar the wetdiful eye ol" thost 
wKosc interest it would be, to j»llow no r.ommutitcation of his wrong* where 
redrew could be obtained. The right of freedcfn might itxwt, but he would 
find it impracticable to enCorce Utjiyi6 he probably wQiUd h^vu occasion to 
feel that every cfFort to brnak hit ct^yt^ti pniy incf eaie their weight, and render 
his condition the more iat^krablfy^JS t - . 

To the objection that thi^ mtiaS^at will, jif adopted, diminish th'- valine 
of a species of properly in oncf portion of ttje union, and thereby operate 
unequally, i reply, that if, by deprifing slave holders of the Misaouri market, 
che business of raising sl(ircs should become less prcfitzblct it would be an 
jdFect incidentally produced; but is noj the object of the measure. The law 
]prohibit>n^ the importatioit of fttreign slaves was not passed for the puf 
pose of enhancing the vsint of those then in the country, but that effect has 
been incident&Uv produced in a very great degree. So pow the ':!rf 'usiou of 
slavery Ironi Missouri may operate, iu some measure, to retard a Vrt^/cr ad' 
vanceofprices; but sxtrely, when gentlemen consider the pres^n* detir^ud for 
their labour, and the .vast extent of country in Louisiana, Miss'ssippi, and 
Alabama, requiring a supply, they ought n^t to oppose their exclusion from 
the territory in question. It is further objected« that the amendment is cal- 
culated to disfnanc'. ite our brethren of the south, by discour^iging. their ■cmi- 
gnttion to the country west of tha Mississippi. If it were proposed t» dis- 
criminate between cittzrnsof the different sections of our union, aoJUlow a 
Pcnnsylvarian to hold slaves there, while the power was denied ro a Vir- 
ginia, th« cbjectioQ might very properly be made; but, when we place all 
on ao eqiiat footing, denying to all what we deny to one, I am uoablie to dis- 
cover the injustice or inequality of which honourable gentlemen haye thought 
proper to compiain. The description of cnijyfrantt may be affected^ io some 
T^imvi'e, by the amendment in question. CjnTRlaPrery ^all be tolerated, the 
country will be settled by rich planters, wfil^jcir slar;*; if it diaJl be re • 
jected, fh<; epvigcants wilt chiefly consist of the poorer and more laborious 
clsuves oC.s^iet)r« If it be true that the prosperity and happiness of a country 
ought to p»)ktitute the grand object of its legislators, I cannot hesitate for a 
moment which species of poptdation deserves niiost to be encouraged by the 
laws, we may pass. Gentlemen, in their zeal to oppose the amendment, ap- 
pear itp. hare considered but one side of the case. If the rejection of slavery 
■will tciid. to .discourage emigration from the south, will not its admiesioa 
have the same eflece in retation to the north and east? Whence came t!i 
people whp, with a rapidity never before witnessed, have changed the wil- 
derness between the Ohio and Msssistlppi into fruitful fields; who have 
erected there in a period almost too short for the credibility of future ages, 
three of. tKe freest and most flourishing states in our union? They came from 
the eastern hive; from »hat source of population which, in the same time, 
has added more than oto hundred thousand inhabnants to my native state, 
and Tunitshed seamen for a large pu: tion of the navigation of the world;-^ 
seamen who ittrt unftirled your banner in every port to v/hich the enterprize 
of man. has gained admittance; and who, though poor themselves^ have 
drawB ric'lt jtjreasQre for the nation fr&m the boscm of the deep.' Do you be- 
lieve then that these people will settle m a country where' they must take 
raiftk iK^h oegrb slaves? Having neither the ability nor will to hold staves 
themselyei, they labour cheerfully -wfiilc labour is honourable; make it dis- 
graceful, they will ^;!efpise it. Yoa cannot degrade it more effectoaily than 
by cstabluhtog a system i^ereby it shall performed principally by. slaves. 
The business in wLicK, they are generally engaged, be it wh*t it may, «oon 
beconies debawd .in pttbH<: eatimation. It ia considered low, luid ujifit for 
Ireemen. I cannot bcttfer lIlBistrate.this truth than by referring to a remark 
6f the hoiionrBlile geatlemaxi Irom Kemucly,, ( Mr. Clay.) 1 have often ad- 
mired the liberality of his Bentimeni-s. He is goverhed by no vulgar prfiju- 
ytt^ithjBrhat abhorrence did he speak of the performance, by our 



wives aa d I'^lii^ ^i^y^ ^i ii ^^' "^^^'^ ^^''^ pleased to oil 

servikS:^^ Wi1^ ^M| Bw ^ i ^ ^ tlic " black iiave»'' ot Ken~ 

t Lcky "inS^^^ ^^^m gM ^^M jbff ^fajfijt^ ■ ttud' how insundy did he strike & 

balance InlBjj Wj^ WyS^^jw^ " " 

If (ucHopmifi^^i^-:S^^ of debate, cait fail from 

that hunourablfc e«itluneu;~^0l%at^^^M^^ are entertained pf la> 

buttrirg n>eD by uie O3(»jomyofj>t» w^ ^fa%?jlgcnticntanfrom Vii gt;:^!?: (.Mr. 
r>;arbour,) replies they are ire)it«4 ^0S!^SKtSeucc aud e«tcem; and their Wothts 
are respected- Sir, t did not imi^ioe ii^Ktt^ttt out of the protection o: the 
law. They are doubtlcu teeure froct yi^bioiccs or, if injured, the courts of jus' 
tice are opened for redreu. But in a eonntry Ukethis,where the people zie sovc- 
Tci^o, and every citizen iscndtlcQ to «|ua) rights, tfae mtre cxen;ptioQ from 
fiagrtnt wrong is no great privilege. In thU country, no thm of freemen should 
beuclude4, either by law, or by tht^-attracism of public opinion, more power- 
ittl than law, from competing for<(riik<^ «nd political distinctions. Sir, a hu- 
mane master wiJt respect the right* o( hii slave; and if worthy, will honuur 
him "with confidence and estecnt. Aitd this oamc measure, I apprehend, is 
dealt oot, in slave holding Atates,'to the labouring class of their white pop^- 
latioti. But whom of that d;u{» hatTc^bcy ever called to fill stations of any 
considerable rcMponsibiiity^lWhaTlRaye we seen a representative on this door, 
from that section of our umSfit^ho was not a slave holder? Who but blavc 
holders are elected to their state legisUttuJ'es? Who bat they, are appoiatcd to 
fill their executive and judicial .6£5ce«? i appeal to gentlemen, Vf^thci- the 
selection of a labotiring m:.;], howte^er w«ttl educated, would not be consi-- 
dcred an Cictraordioary jcveut? For this I do not reproach my brethren of the 
south. They doubtless cLiooec thoie to represent th«m in whom they nioit 
confide; and far be it froai me vt i.^ximate that their confidence is ever ts\h- 
placed. But my objection is to the introdlrctio^jgfla system which candot b'.:£ 
produce the effect of rendering Ubour disgrac^WT^ 
■ An argameiit has boen urged by a geritlemaii Irom V irgtnb, ( Mr. Barbour,) 
against the proposed amendment, connected with our revenues. He said, thuc 
by prohibiting the further introdnction of slaves into the proptwed state, we 
should reduce the price, and diminish the sales of cur public lands In ni v 
opinion, the effect would be -precisely the reverse. True -k.: is, tiut lands* for 
cultivation have Bold higher in Alabama than in Illinois ^aiut this is owinp, 
aot to tJic rcjcctit/n cf slavery, in the one, ajsd its admissioh fmo the othcv, 
but to the different staples they arc capable of producing. The advances of 
cctton haSicreated in market a deni&nd for lands suited to its calf ivatton, and 
tfuhanced their valu< far beyond any-cornier precedent. Bot to test the truth 
of the posuwo, we must ascertain the relative value of land in adjoining 
«t3te!>, (the otie allowing, and the other rejecting slavery,) where the climate;, 
soil, productions, and advantages of market are similar. Pemisylvanl^i ami 
Maryland furnish fair specimens of comparison in all these respecu. ' But 
hire tht result is in direct opposition to the conjecture of the geatleinan from 
Virgiiiia. .Lands on the Pennsylvania side of the line, wheru the, power oi' 
holding, da ves does not exist, uniformly sell at a higher price thaa lands of 
equal quality cn the Maryland side, where the power is in full exercise. It 
tlierefore Ss probable that the further introduction of slavery into Missouri, 
far frt^ increasing, wodd a'tually dinuoiih the value of our public lamls. 
But,:jhduld the f4ct be otlierwise, 1 entreat gentleman to, consider whether it 
b^dmint the high character of an American Congress M barter the prcsfent 
happincM and future safety of anhorn millions, for a few pieces of pelf, for t 
few cents on an acre of land. For myself, I would no wonet cotitartiinate the 
aatlooal treasury, -with stich ill-potten gold, than I would tami^the fame 
our oational ships bydirectiisg their employment in the African slave trade. 
But, whatever 'may be the influence of the subj, r 'n controversy upon the 
original price of land, it niuct be evident to nil men of observation, ih^t its 



■•■Of'. 11. s'.'ti Li,; .>! 1 ^lu-y f>i r jiidiciii''' i\i "u'tj'tunvi i,iii.iioinj . 

,.i ■M.u;-. i', ;'. L.U y i.fiul, (jii. u uhsciscsiiig ti'K: niU.d;:i,,i» it ciiiii.jic vuiu • 
(. . . .! \niii\i.u i a.u ir»i)ii[u".l, .'.iKiy l>c fH!i'ch»scii! at five oi six ilul 

! •■: ■ .111 n il-; v.v'uk, t iiiiii,, -I : 'i.iuu c iji/L terciji; finr »ikhc ."idv&jitafjcoui-l)' 

,uii.,Mi^ iu th... hi:.i iii.M.r i\M ,.<i'U', jf-lt :t a rate ton lini'ji. fii{.j5n:,'. H^i! <it>r 
■i! i :ii >'<: "•.■■I iOiKu .11 -'.i'^' iViai ylitnii, iur iitjmcro!.!;. mid ( /;aii:;ivfc okl tirlils, 
.v!'; ; .'in .ijH.ii.:.ii- ..ii !i>' i ■ ii. Vi. t iii>i;i';vi, Wdui;! iuH}'; 'liwoc ^j^vc EUj>()o)rlct1 
,:^!vll■ ji..j.i.iMiiou ut ir.iM!,ii i^tus in^ctu'.d, and coiltiibutcki Jiii'j;t'iy lit tin 
. oijiij/.,' n iovivccu oi rhc '.taic. -■ WJu^ h.iij trav'/litd r.loiijj the Hik; iv!iic!i 
(liviilcs m'au- sioiii iv.inia , iiml lias mit ohscrved tluit no inoru!- 

Vi: I'.trt .•(•.•, iic«;i.>s.4ry ti> liiii.k ihe 'i.,u:i(i.\r )' : tl'ac it is cas'ly traced by ibllow- 
■>;; til..- ilivijiu^', Hnej between .hi.i.i^i iiij^lily 'iltivii^ei! iUid pliuitj;iu!)i> 
iyiifs; i.j-i.ui to the i:orniiion and ov<nr m .- itii -vcevl", l),-twct."n stone l):ini^ aiul 
•:uiic Ijil.lgc'i on one bid;, and stall;, ciiii.; ami no biid)_;c. on the other; ! 
avcci! a iK'.it, bliirii'-.iiiii;, aiiimat'Mi, ccy nhttkfii pt'iiiiintry op the one '•idcy 
ami ,1 fitjii.ilid, slow nuitioncd I>'A<.iv ^uipi'latioii u;i tli'.- othe^. Oui' votv, this 
i.h)' wil! dctci mine ■wl»i>-h of ffi'-?',' fUseripti;)!;.-, w't'A !•(•» ^uftcr bi'st suit Ui-' 
!ii!Kibi'..ir,t:i of tJii; n :w world beyond the Missifisippi. I . uvn,'r.t gentlt iiica 
to jhusl- ard so!i;ninly couMidii how dc.-ply arc involvea th^ dcstiniis o. t'u- 
tr.rc jrcneriUions in 'he dcciiiori now to be niadi-. U I ai^rft;d in opinion with 
ihc ji;c;.)t!tn\aii from Georgia, (Mr. C;)!)ij,) tlut iiiis i.uic'ndn-.ciii doe.s i/;jt pic • 
..kilt an -iiiiurnr.ourttablc barrier atainst the farther introduction of aluv y , 
tli.ii: :V'.issnuti, after becc » tug a state, ma/ call a convention and change thi'- 
; jivnrc of thj conitiiution — even th^n t yhoidd foojider the ajiiendnien: 
scarcely lets important than if it were a fiindin'itntal and unaitcublc; con- 
tract— Ou this subject we have expei ience, ;'nd the result has justined the 
b.;st; hopes of our country. While under the governnient of congreasi, slavery 
was excluded from the territories, now the .-states north of the Ohio. Our 
jf/C.wiT ovti tlicir munieipal regulations ha» been withdrawn — they have 
iikei; the government into their own hand*. But who ban not .srcf. tlin 
moial cltTeet proviuced oti the inhabitant* by the ordilnariCe of 17S7.? !t i* us 
permftntn;. us the soil over which it was established. The exclusion of slavery 
irom all these states is mow more effectually ensured b;- public sentiment 
ihaii by their constitutional prohibitions. Require the government of Mi-^- 
seuri xn commence right at'.d the same tiioril effect will then be produced. 
No convention of the peopic will ever permit the ftiturc introduction oi 
r,l.<ves. Let their political institutions be established in wisdom, and I shali 
confulently trust in the good sense of the people to direct thetn tSiereaftt ;■. 
But, be the event us it may, I at least sliall have the satisfaction of reflecting;'. 
i!\at, if the misfortune of slavery shall be entailed vpon thi» coimtty , cvei y 
'.hii.i; in niy power will have been done to prevent it. 

,Mr. Chairman, it was my intention Lo say something of the moral a.'x' 
f jlitical interests involved in this question. But, having already occupie.' 
n'u'jr;; !M yy.tr time th?n was niy p.ivposr whi-n f rose to ddrcs."* yo'i. iiiK^ 
l^eiiv; aoimn.tshcd, by the multiplicity of important bills which, during ths 
ie■^•^ remaini 1^ days of the ees-'on, demand our .attention, I forhe:' to di,^ ■ 
i!ss 01- even touch upon those parts of fhe subject. .;t moreover is the Icfi 
:;ecc';^ary, because those views have often been pres-.'.ti J to the public; and 
;•, iv^ ciuhtlcss i-een seriously considered by every member of this committee, 
i iie fa'-'" - d i rgumtnts to which I have drawn your attention, mor«r psr- 
r - jiilariy rf late :o our conditicn .ts a federal republic, and our duties to Mi-.- 
hv-A;ri, ariiiiiji; from the . elation in which ?he stands to the union. While re- 
crert'iig that it has not been in my power to do more ample justice fo ih:? 
!)iT/or;int subject, owing in part to the unexpected manner in which it was 
'.i!;en up, J c^tmot sit down w;ti:out espri-ssing an curliest hope that jur 
t>r.SL-a; (iei.'''.'o:i muy be , such i.:- \ ill )ironio:e die permanen!: unioni staT>;iity. 
„:)d '.^A-jrWy of O'.'.v C<>iuKrv'. 




"I'WV. M.'iHndnicnt pioposid, wan a conditioji iis tli^sc words— *' And j'ii 
viJcd also, that tlic furtiKT introducticn of sliavtry or iiivoiunfary bii; vitdii.; 
imo thi; s:uij suit<;, he j)ii)hibitcd, cz.ccpt for the pwninhmcnt oi' crinitt, 
wlicie.i!' the party rthcill h.-.vc been full)- cimvictcd — unii that all cliildrcti of 
^iavci boni within the said i>t.\\c, sltcr the adtnisjion thereof into the union, 
■J\M he tree, but uiay be held to service until the age of twenty-five years." 

Mr. I'ALMADGK, of New \ork lo-e. Six', said he, it h»s bten my 
li'^iirc and r.iy intention to avcii'. any debate or; the present jwjnfui and ur - 
]i!c;i.saiit subject. Wlien 1 liad the honour to submit to this hoa^e. the ainend- 
iiicnf j»nw uiitlji coiH^Jcraticn, ! atcompanisd It with a dec!:iiatioii, that it 
wr.d intended to coiifiijc it- operation to the 'levviy acquired teiritcry across 
ihc iNliijiisippi; a.!id i then exprcEbly dcci.Ared, v'.iat I would in no iiianner 10- 
Cernieddi< with the slavs holding states nor attcnipt inanutni->ion tn anyo. 
of the or'ginal states in the union. Sir, i even went further, and stated, thit 
J was aware of the delicacy of the sulij'Jct--and that I had learfled from ftoisth- 
ei n gentlemen the difficulties and the dangevs of having free blacks inie/uno- 
gling wi:h slaves; and, on tliat account, and with a vic%v to the safety of the 
v/hife papulation of the adjoining statcsj 1 would not even advocate the prohi- 
bition of sluvcry in the Alabama territory; because, surrounded a5 it was by 
slave holding states, and with only imaginary lines of division, the intercourse 
iietween slaves and free black'? could not be prevented; and a servile war 
might be the result — While we deprecate and mourn over theevs! of slsTcry, 
humanity and good morals require Uito v/ish its abolition, under circumstances 
couKistcnt with the safety of the white population. Willingly-, therefore, wlU 
I submit to an evil, which we cannot safely remedy. 7 adniitted all that had 
been paid of the danger of havipg free blacks T'isible tt. slaves; and the^c^^)re 
did not hesitate to pled'je my-elf that I would neither Jidvisc nor attempt 
coercive maiiumibsion. Buts sir, all thc^e ressocf. cease when we cross the 
b:jnk . of the Mississippi, into a territory separated by a natural boundary^ — a 
newly acquired territory, iicver contf mphted in the formation of our govern-, 
meut, not included within ths compromise (jy mutual pledge in the ad ption 
of t .ur constitution' -a new territory acquired by our common fund, and oughn 
justly to br'. subject to our common legislation, 

Sir, when I submitted the amendment nov\ under conslderatlcn, accctnpn- 
nied vvith tbc«e cxpbnat^on^, and with these av owals of my intentions and 
n;y motive.— ^ did expect tint gentlemen who might differ from mc in opi- 
nion would appreciate the liberality of my v^'ivr;; and would meet me wi;K 
modcra>.ion, a- upon a fair subject for general legislation. I did expect at 
least that the fnnk declaration of my views would protect mc from harsh 
expre sion-, and from the unfriendly imputations, which have besa cast out 
upon this occaticn. But, sir, such ha'"! been the character and the vioieuce of 
'his deb.'itC; and cipres icns of st much intemperance, and of an aspect so 
threattuiiig have b '"n used, that i. -"cd »;!tnce on my par" would iil be- 
(on\c me. who had »',d)n)!tted to this nouse the rsrjginal proposition, While 
this uibjKOt WHS under debate before the committee of th.'; whole, I did nor. 



tube the floor; and I avail inytn^-;.^ t^♦^f^,^?<;?(»i^i^8 tO ackiiov2e4ge, iv.y obl'^r. 
111)115 to jay irUnids, (Mr/ra!^'i«riQdi^/M"iai)f^^ vvhidi 
they buppoited juy Aitimitu^Ur.iit^stJ^iS^ unaVk !u p:;fta];c iti 

the debate, i had only oa . ibm m|^^evkw>|j^i^t^ »']ounjey long in its ex- 
t.--i' 3aJ painful in its occa«64^ii;*n<d;i{j*«a'ntt n»y briast I could 

net then speak: I canjnol yet licpHtO:^ ,|tl(«!3f6 to but ' do hojic 

to say enough to asauie my ftwttds mat-l hxit aot seft thctn in the contro- 
veisy; and lo convince the opponent ^f, the mea$«r-;> that their violence bu.- 
not ckivcn me from the debAte. 

Sir, the lionousablc gcntkmafl fmn IvIi»9Guri,'(Mr.Scott), who has just rc- 
bumed hisieat, has told 113 of the fdes of March; and has cautioned us to" be- 
ware of tile fate of Cxtav and of Rome "-—Another gentleman, (Mr. Cobb), 
from Georgia, in addition to other expressions of great warmth, has said, tba: 
if wt perbiit, the union will be dissolved; and with a look fixed oi) nie lu>s 
told us; " we have kindled a fire v.hich all the waters of the ocean caiitu.: 
put out, — width seas of blood can only extinguish." 

Language of this sort has no eficct on nie: my purpoic is fixf dj it is inter- 
woven v/ith my existence; its durability is limited with my life; it is a gre;.'. 
.nd glorious caute, f ctting bounds to a slavery the most cruel and debasing liie 
•world has ev^r witnessed; it is the freedom of man; it is the cause of unre- 
ucemed and unrcgeucrutcd human beings. 

If a dissolution of tiie union must take place, let it be so ! If civil war, 
which gentlemen so much threaten, must come, I can only say, let it comci 
My hold on life ir probably as frail as that of any man who now hears me; 
but while that hold lasts, it shall be devoted to the service of my country — 
to the freedom of wian. If blood is necessary to extinguish sny fire which { 
have ajsisted t' kindL, I can assure gentlemen, while i regret the neceisity, 
I shall not forbear ;o contribute my mi'.e. Sir, the vioicnce to which gen- 
tlemen have resorred on this subject will not move my purpose, nor drive mc 
from my place. 1 have the fortune and (he honour to stand here as tlie i^prc- 
stniative of freemen, who pofsess intelligence to know their rights, — who have 
the spirit to maintain them. Whatever might be my own private sentiments 
on this siibjcct, standing here as the representative of othersf no choice is left 
inc. I know the will of my constituents; and regardless of consequences, I 
will avow itt as their repressntative I will proclaim their hatred to slavery in 
every shape — as their representative hem will I hold my stand, till this floor, 
ivith the constitution of my country which supports it, sinks beneath me — if 
1 am doomed to fall, I shall at least have the painful consolation to believe 
that 1 fall, at a fragment in the ruins of my country. 

Sir, the gentleman from Virginia, (Mr. Colston,) has accused my honoura- 
ble friend fium New Hampshire, (Mr Livcrmore,) of " speaking to the gaile- 
rie»," t:nd by his " language, endeavouring to excite a servile war:" and has 
ended by sayitig, " hd is not better than Arbuthnot and Ambrister; and de- 
serves no better fate." When I hear si;ch la.nguage uttered, upon this fioor, 
and within this house, I am constrained to consider it as hasty and unintend- 
ed language, resulting from the vehemence of debate, and not really intend- 
ing the personal indeeorum the expressions wcdd seem to indicate, "[Mr. 
Cchcon asked to explain, and said he had not dininctly understood Mr. T. 
i^Jr. I. '--L-in«re '■»•' • '. o". Mr. C. to state the expresiians he had used. Mr. 
C. tht«. said, he had no explanation to give.] Mr. T. said he had none to 
ask — he continued to say, he would not believe any gentleman on this floor 
would commit so great an indecorum against any membej , or against the dig- 
nity of this house, as to fise such expressions, really intending the meaning 
which the Avords seem to import, and, which had been uttered against the 
gentleman from New Hampshire [Mr. Nefson, of Virginia, in the chair, 
called to order ; and said no personal remarks would be allowed.] Mr. T. 
sirid he rrjoiccd the Chair ^as at length aroncedtoa ecnsc of its duties. The 



.■i.'Dotc !ucl, for rrvcviil Jayr., prngrf -:',cti unequalled vio'icncc, r,iid all was 
ill !-; ilcr; b(U [lov.', wliL'fi ?.t lt;>ij;ch this violence on one side, is lo be resisted, the 
Ci'.air !\:is di;;i>verca if; is out of order, i rejoice, said Mr. T. at she disco- 
very, I apprcivc of tht admonition, while \ am pioud to say, it ha; no rele- 
vancy to rxie. It is mv boabt that I have never '.utercd ai> unfriendly person- 
al remark on thi:. floor ; but I wish it disliuctij' understood, th;it the immuta- 
ble laws of self defence will justify going t great lengths; and thai-, in the 
future progress of this debate, the rights ol defence would be regarded. 

Sir, has it already come to this; tliat in the Congrefs of the Uiiiicd Strucs 
— that, in the legislative ccuncils of RepublicAr, America, the tubject of 
=•1 '.very has become a subject of bo much feiliiig — of such delicacy — of such 
danger, that it cannot safely be diFcussed.' Are members who venture io cx- 
piess their hcntiments on this subject, to be accused of talking to the gallerie.s, 
with intention to excite a perviic war; and of meriting the fate of Arbuthnot. 
and Ambrister? Arc we to be ioid of the dissolii'ion of the union, of civil 
war, and of .sca5< ofi)!oodi' And yet, with such awful threatenings before us, 
do gentlemen, in the same breath, insist upon the encouragement of this evil; 
upoii the cxtension'of this monstrous scourge of the human race.' — An evil sit 
fraught with such dire calamities to us, as individuals, and to our nation; and 
threatening, in its progress, to overwhelm the civil and religious institutions 
of the country, %vitli the liberties of (he nation; ought, at once to be met, and 
to be controlled. If its power, its influence, and its impending dangers^have 
already arrived at such a point, that it is not safe to discuss it on this floor; 
and it cannot now pass under consideration as a proper subject for genera] 
legislation; what will be the result when it is spread through your widely 
extended domain? hs present threatening aspect, and the violence of its sup- 
porters, so far from inducing mc to yield to its progress, prompt mc to resist 
its march. No%v is the time, It must now be met, and the cKension of the 
evil mmt now hz prevented; or ths occasion is irrecoverably loi>t, and the cvii 
can tirver be controlled. 

Sir, extend ycur views acres* the Misiiesippi, over your newly acquired 
territory — a territory so far surpassing, in extent, the limits of your present 
country, th;-c that country which gr.ve birth to your nation, which aciiievcd 
your revolution, c-onM)lidated your union, formed your constitution, and has 
subs:queiitiy acquired 80 much glory, hangs but as an apperidage to the e;:- 
tended empire over which your republican government is now called to bear 
sway. l.iook down the long vista of futurity! see your cmpiie, :r> extent un- 
isqualled, in advantageous situation without a parallel, and occupying all the 
Valuable part of one continent. Behold t'^is extended empire, inhabited by the 
hardy sons of American ficcmen, knowing their rights, and inheriting the 
■t*k'ill to protect them— owners of the soil on which they live, and iutcrected 
jh the institutions v.'hich they labour to defend; with two oceans laving your 
shares, and tributary to your purposf 3, bearing on their bosoms the commerce 
of your people:— coroprred to yours, the governments of Europe dwindle into 
insignificance, and the v.hok woi Id is without a parallel. But, sir, reverse this 
scene: people this fair domain with the slaves of your piantcrs; extend slavery, 
this banc of man, this abomi. tion of heaven, over your extended empire, and 
you prepare its dissolution: you turn its accumulated strength into positive 
\veakne$s; you cherish a canker in your breast; you pur jMjison in your bosom; 
you place a vulture preying on your heart— nay, you whet the dagger and 
j)lace it in the hands of a portion of your population, stimulated to use it, by 
,«very tie, htim.in and divine. The envious contrast between your happiness 
and their misery; between your liberty and their slavery, must const.tntly 
frnmpt them to accomplish your destruction. Your eneoiies will learn the 
source and the cause of your weakness. Ai often as external dangers ^hali 
thrcstcD, or internal commotions await you, you will then realize, that, bv 
your own procurement, jou have placed amidst your fainHies, and in the 
hojoai of your country, a population producing at oilce the greatest cause «f 



" fudividiial d"Sir,vi', and of national v:cj!crii:::n. tihh dcfccJt your goX'cra* 
mcnc ESUsS crumbl-:; fo pieces, r.'nd yciuvpcopl^ become, the ccof/of the ■svorld. 

. Sir, T7C ahvc been tcid, -ivith apparent ccrjadcijcc tliat v.'c iiayc no right to' 
aanc:-: ccsditiona to a state cti its- admlsaon into diti uuicn; and, it has been 
urged thie the propcjcsd arncncin':cn!:j"p»-6hibi;in!;;' iac farther introduction of 
claveryj ia ftticonstitudsEsal. _Thi3 pbr'rlori, ccrsrccd tvith r.a much confidence^ 
Tsr«islti3 uris'iippbrted by my. cr^uraenCs or by .raiy aiuhoriiy clerked from the 
conctitation' itsdr. TJio ccnstitution irtioagiy jadiciitcs , an opposite conclU" 
cjoDi jiEd sscms to concemplata a difference bcsv/eea.tho old and cevj- 
states.-, Ths. practice of the goyernmCnt has' s5T?.cticticd. this c'iffercacc iit 

The third occtsoa of the fourth article of the constitution tuyst"' rlt^'j stuks 
i:;z^\6e c&iiUctl th: Cin^ms tr.lo.-thh and Jt io dient as to fcl.c.terins' 

r.nd csnditioiiQ Opon ^7hich the ne';7 states may be sc* aditiitted. The , fair in- 
ference from thiG is, that the Congress which might ndmit, sfiould p^escribo 
tb: time snd the tcrma of such adniission. The tenth section of the- first ar* 
tick of t\iQ constitutioa say Sj " the trsini-atht} or- iapdHaiion of sucb persons as 
any of ibg siaies NOr: niZlSTMiO shall thir.t proper id adi;tit,sSi!!l not.bi prabibitcd 

i5e Cingr:s) prior io the year 1 808." The V/ords " now eahi'mg" ckavlj^ 
the dir,tir»ctio»? for which v/e contend. The word' sta^ie is no where 
niCBtioned in' the constitutionj bnt this section has always been considered ac 
applicable to them, and linqueotionably reserved the right ti> prevent their 
lajportatioa into any new. jfaftf before the year l8o§. 

Congre-is, therefore, have power over the subject, probably as a matter of 
legislation, but niore certainly as a rightj to prescribe the, time arid the condi- 
tion upon v;bich any new otate may be admitted into the family of the union. 
Sir, the biii now before us, proves ctie correctness of m^ argument, it is filled 
v>ith conditions and limitations. The territory is I'ecjuired to talie a census; 
and is t6 fee admitted only on condition that it have 40joo£> inhabitants. I 
have already submitted amendments preventing the state from taxing the 
lands of the United Statesj'and declcfing that all navigable waters shall re- 
main open to the other states, and be exempt from £iny Efills or duties, iind 
my friend, (Mr. Taylor,) has also submitted amendments prohibiting the 
state from tasing soldiers* lands for the period 5f five years. And to all these 
amendmeuts we have heard no objection — they have passed unanimously... 
But oov?,,T/heia an amendment prohibiting the further intfoductjon of slavery, 
is proposed, the v^Iiole house is put in agitation; and we are confidently told 
. ft is unconiStitationai to anncK conditions to the admission of a new state into . 
the union. The result of all this is, that all amendments and conditions ar£. 
pjfoper, which suit a certain class of gentlemen; but whatever amendment is 
proposed, which does hot comport v;ith their interests or their vieWo, is un- 
constitutional, and a flagrant violation' of this Sacred charter of bur righfiy. 
fa order to be consistent, gentlemen must go bacl: avid strik3 out' the various 
amendmenfG" to vv'hich' they have" already agreed* The constiiutioa tippllcg 
.equally £0 all> or to none; ' ' . 

Sir, v/c have been toid that this is a aev/ principle f6r syhich ^ve coi'itend, 
never before adoptfid, or thbught of. So far i'rom this being "cofi-est,- it is due 
to the memory of out ancestos's to say", it in-old pfinciple,c:dopfcd by them 
as the pslicy of "oar coniitry. IVhenev'e? tha tSmtti States' have, had ■ the 
right snd the power,- they have hertofxSre pfeve&te'ci the'estensibn' of ^slavery'. 
•The state of Kentuclry sud Tennessee ^;refe' talietf dl? frojtt dtlicr sSaleo, aii4 
were admitted into the xxiAtii r;ithOilS cbaditio'n because their laiad's Wefe nei 
ver ov/ned by the United States. The" ceriltdiy narili ri&t of the Ohio ii all 
the latid' 'whicli ever balOKged f«>diem. Sriortly after the eessiod" oi tlio'^J' 
•lands tii die uniojiv cps'igress jSasdgt?, fySy, ii cdi:"i^a'ct, x'AMM y:w- declared 
to be'uaaiter.- ,c, tuc EiKth-ar.icle'6? vJhich.plrbTJidca tKa£.'^d;KeVSrr/7& 1)11" 
thsr stct.'zr^' SiOr iiS'doiufdisi'^l s'crvUcde hi tl>6 siciid icrrHarj,' ciSer^fse iSisi sri iSc 
^-■unUhaxai for criass^ 'ivhtlrcof ihi pdrim sh'c'i ha-bi; bctn.' di'iiy ionvidedP " Iri 



pursuance of tins compacE, all the states formed from tTiat-teiTltorj-- have b^s 
admitted- into die union lipon various conditions, and tirr-ongcJ which the 
mth article of this compact is srichidcd as one^ 

■ Let gentlemen aiso advert to the law fcr the adroiciion f the Gtatc of i.ois- 
isiana into the uhion : they v*i}l find it fiiled with conditions. It was required 
not only to form a conGiitution upon the principles of a republican govern- 
ment, but it ms required to contain the " fundaniental principles of civil and 
religious liberty." \t vras even required as a cor-iidon of its admission, to 
I:ecp its records, and its judicial and its legislative proceedingo in thc'English 
language ; and also to secure the trial by jury, and to surrender all claim to 
unappropriated lands in the territory, witii the prohibition to tas any of the 
United States' lands. 

After this loHjj practice and constant usaga Co anneic/conditlons to the ad- 
auission of a state into the union, v/ill gentlemen yet tell us ic is uncon^titU'^ 
tional, and talk of our principles being novel and estraordinar^- ? k has ha^n 
said, that if this amendment prevailsjWe shall have an union of srates pcsioss- 
•ing unequal riglits. And v;e have been askedf whether we v/ishcd to see a 
*' cbcquctcd union?" Si?, wc have such a union already, if the prohibition 
of slavery is the dci.-.ui of a right, and constitutes a chequered union, gladly 
ivould I behold such rights denied, and such a chequer spread oyer e\'crj' state 
in the unioii. It is now spread over the states north west of the Ohio, and 
fomis the glory and the strength of those states, i hope it v/i!l be extended 
from the Mississippi -to the Pacific Ocean. 

. Sir, \-c have been told that the proposed amendment cantiot be received, 
because it is contrary to the trcatjf and cession of Louisiana. " Article 3. The 
inhabitants cf the ceded territory shall be incorporated sa the union of the 
United States, and admitted as soon as.possiblso according to the principles 
of the federal Constitution, to the enjoyment of all the rights, advantages and 
irnmunities- of citizens of the United States; and in the mean time they shall 
be maintained and protected in the free enjoyment of their liberty, their pro- 
perty, and the religion v/hich tliey profess." I find nothing, said Mr. T. in 
this article of the treaty, incotnpatiblcv/ith the proposed amendment. The 
rights, advantages, and immunities of cif.izcns of- the United States are gua- 
ranteed to the inhabitants of Louisiana. If one of them should choose to re- 
move to Virginia, he could take his slaves with him ; but if he fcmoves to 
Indiana, or any of the states north west of the Ohio, ho cannot take his slaves 
■with him. If the proposed amendment prevails, the inhabitants of Louisi- 
ana, or the citizens of the United States, can neither of them take slaves into 
the state -of Missouri. All, therefore, may enjoy equal privileges. It is a 
disability, or what I call, a blessing, annexed to the particular district of 
country, and in no manner attached to the individual. But, »vhile 1 have no 
doubt that the treaty contains no solid objection against the proposed amend- 
ment,. if it did, it v/ould not alter my determination on the subject: Tha 
senate, or the treaty-making pov/er of oar government, have neither the 
right, nor the power to stipulate by a treaty, tfsc lernis upon which a 5Jeople 
shall be .admitted into the union. This house have a right to be heard on the 
subject. The admission of a state into the union is a legislative act, which 
requires the concurrence of all the departments of iegislativc power. It ip . 
an important prerogative of this house, which I iiope will never be surren- 
dered 

. The zeal and the ardour of gentlemen, in the course of this debate, have in- 
duced them to announce to this house, that, if we persist, and force the state 
of Missouri to accede to the proposed araendri-tcnc, as the condition of her ad- 
mission into the union, she wiU not regard it; and, as soon as admitted, will 
alter her constitution, and introduce slavery into hsx^^ territory. ' 'Sir, I am not 
prepared, nor is it cecesssry to determine, v/hat vMul'd ijvthp c(inf=<5"'^n'le m ' 



mc-h a vjoiatton cf faidK-^of sncfi n dcpnrcure from tlie fuatlaraeatal condi- 
tion of Iicr admission into the union. I \vculd net cast upon a people zo foul 
tin imputafion, an to believe they ".voiild be guilty of fuch fraudulent dupli- 
city. The stares north pest of she Ohio have all regarded the faith r.nd the 
condition of their adK^iooion ; and there is no reason to believe the people of 
Missouri will not also regard theirs. But, sir, whenever a state admitted into the 
tmioa shall disregard and set at naught the fundamental conditicns of it? ad- 
mission, and shall, in violation of all faith, undertake to levy a tas upon lands 
of the United States, or a toll upon their navigable waters, cr introduce sla- 
very %vhej\: congress . have prohibited it, then it r.'ill be in time to deter- 
mine the consequence. But, if the threatened consequences were hnov/n to 
be the certain result, yet would I insist upon the propoEed amendment. The 
declaration of this houFC, the declared will of thcnation to prohibit slavery, 
would produce its moral effect; and stand as one of the brightest ornamenta 
of onr countrj'. Sir, it has been urged %vith great plausibility, that v/c should 
spread the slaves now in our country, and thus c-pread the evil, i-ather tha:. 
confine it to its present districts. It iias been said, v/c should thereby dimin- 
ish the dangers from them, while v/c increase the means of their living, add 
augment th<;ir comforts. But, you may rest assured, that this reasoning is 
fallaciou?; and that, while slavery is admitted, the mqrhct v/ili be supplied. 
Our coast, and its conciguity to the West Indies and the Spanish possessions, 
render easy she introduction of slaves into our country. Our lav/s are already 
highly-penal against their introduction; and yet, it is a v/ell iknown fact, that 
about fourteen thousand slaves have been brought into our country -his last 
yc.-xr. 

Since %yc have been, engaged in this debate, v/c have v/imesscd an elucida- 
tion of this argument, of bettei'ing the condition of slaves, by spreading them 
over the country. A slave driv'er, a trafficker in human flesh, as if sent by 
Providence, has passed thq door of your capitol, on his v^ay to the west ; driv- 
ing before him about fifteen of these wretched victims of his power, collected 
in the course of his traiSc, and by tlicir removal, torn from every relation 
Slid from every tie, which the human heart can hold dear .—The males, who 
mighc raise the arm of vengeance, and retaliate for their \vrongs, v/cre hand- 
cuffed and chained to each otiicr; while the females and children were march- 
ed in their rear, under the guidance of their driver's whip ! Yes, sir, such 
has bven the ticenc witnessed from the windows of congress hall, and viewed 
by members who compose the legislative councils of Republican America I 

In the course of the debate on this subject, we have been told that, from 
the long habit of the southsm and western people, the possession of slaves ha? 
become necessary to them, and an essential requisite in their living. It has 
been urged, f. am the nature of the climate aud soil of the southern coun- 
tries, that die lands cannot be occupied or cultivated without slaves. It has 
been said that the slaves prosper in those places, and that they are much better 
oiT there than in their own native country. V/e have even. been told th^t if 
VIC succeed, and prevent slavery across the Mississippi, we shall greatly lessen 
the value of property there, and shall retard, for a long series of years, the 
cettlcment of that couiitry. 

Sir, said Mr. 1". if the western country cannot be settled without slave?, 
gladly wotjld I prevent Its settlement till time shall be no more. If this class 
of arguments is to prevail, it sets ail morals al defiance, and v/e are called to 
Jcgislare on the subject; as a matter of mere persona! interest. If this is to 
be the C3!/", repeal all your laws prohibiting the slave trade ; threw open this 
traffic to ..le eomaiercial str.tes of the cast; and, if it better the cocdition of these 
v/retchcd beings, invite the dark population of benighted Africa, to ba trans- 
lated to the shores of Republican America. But I v/iil not cast upon this or 
p'-u>h th.-'t j^cntlemr-h'au' iirsputation so. ungracious as the conclusion to v.'hich 
Misk ai'j^utncnts jvEiu.y^e.csssarily tead. I do not believe any gentleman on 



this iloarf vrauld here cd »ocatc t'lc ds'jo trcds, ol' raalntain ia tlic alcis'r.c; i^.-- 
principle:; of iiavery, i will no: oatragc the dccorutr!, nor imvli the dignity' 
of this hcu.sc, by attcmpdnrj to atgiic iu this plscc, as «a abstrEct propositioxj, 
the moral right of sir.vcry. Hor.' gladly would ths *' ic^Hir.aid of SL-s-cjm- 
chuihlc" to 2nd an American Ccngrccs in debate on such a cucction ! 

As atj evil brought upon ug v/ithout our own fault, before the fomiatior? c£ 
our govcrnrncc;, and 3D one of the sina of that nation froin v/hich r/e have 
revolted, vvc ETJUEt of necc5=it}' legsr.jate upon this subject. It is our bucincas 
c& to legislate, as never to cncoiiragCj but always to control this evil ; and, 
while Vv'c strive to eradicate it, v.*c ou^ht to fis its limits, und render se 3vil>or- 
dinste to the oafety of the white population, and the good order of civil gq« 
ciety. 

Sir, on this Gubject the eyes of Europe are turned upon you. You boa^t of 
the freedom of your constitution and your laws; you have proclaimcdj in the 
Declaration of Independence, " That all insa are created ctttial : that ibcy arc 
cudozvcd l/'j ibcir Creator roltli certain unalknabls rights'— thai anongit ibsse are 
life, libcri^, and the puisitit of bafpines: .'" and yet you have slavea in youc 
country. The enemies of your government, and the legitiniatcs of Europe, 
point to your inconsistencies, and blasen your suppostd defects. If yea aU 
lav/ slavery to pass into territories where you have the !av;ful pov/cr to ex- 
clude it, you vjill justly take upon yourself all the charges of inconsistency ; 
hut confine le to the original slave holding states, where you found it at the 
formation of your government; and you stand acquitted of all imputation. ■ 

This is iv subject upon v,'hich 1 have great feeling for the honor of my coun- 
try. In a former debate upon the lUino i constitution, I mentioned that ou?' 
enemies had drawn a picture of our country, as holding in one hand the Dc" 
clarauica of Independence, and v.-ith the other brandishing a whip over our 
affrighted slaves. I then made is my- boast 'that Vv-e could cast back upon 
Engian/i the accue.ition — thr.t cbe had committed the original sin of bringing 
slaves. into our country. I have bincc received, through the post oEcc, a let- 
ter poot-raarkcd in South Carolina, and signed " A naii-^e of En^lard" ic- 
siring that, whtta I had occasion to repeat my boast against England, 1 v.'ould 
also state that she had atoned for her original sin, by establishing in her slave 
colonics a system of humane laws, meliorating their condition, and provid- 
ing for their safety; while America had committed the secondary sin of dis- 
regarding their condition, and had even provided laws, by which it was aol 
murder to hill a slave. Sir, I felt the severity of the reproof: I felt for my 
country. I have inquired on the subject, and I find such were formerly the 
laws in some of the slave holding states; and that even nov,-, in the state of'S. 
Carolina, by law, the ;icnalty of death is provided for stealing ai slave, whikn 
the murder of a slave is punished v/ith a trivial fine. Such is the contras? 
and the relative value which is placed, in the opinion of a slave holding state, 
between the property of the master and the life of a shvc. 

Sir, gentlemen have undertahcn to criminate, and to drav/ odious ccntrasts 
betvrfcen dilfjrcat sections of our country— I shall not combat such argu- 
ments ; i have made no pretence to exclusive morality on this subject, either 
for myself or my constituents; nor have I cast any imputations on others. On 
the contrary, I hold that mankind under like circumstances are alike. t!ie 
v;orld over. The vicious and unprincipled arc confined to no district of 
country; and it is for this portion of the community %ve are bound to legis- 
late. When honorable gentlemen inform us we overrate the cruelty and dan- 
gefs of slavery^ and tell us that their slaves are happy, and contented, and 
would contribute to their sifety, they tell us but vci-y little; they do 
not tell us, that while their s'avcs are happy, the slaves of seme depraved and 
cruel wretch, in their neighbourhood, may not be stimulated lo revenge, and 
thus involve the country in ruin. If we hud to legislate only for such gen- 
tlemen as arc nov/ embraced v;itlun my view, a kw againa: robbing the mail 



would be ;J aisgr^cc upon the nation ; and as useless, I would tear it from the 
pr^cj of your f.talutc boolc; yet Rsd experience lu& taught us the necessity of 
biich 1,1 vvf., — and honoiic, justice and policy, tcicli ui- iUl: wiadom cf legislating- 
to limit the ejuensioii of slavery. 

In the zeal to draw sectional contrasts, we have been told hy one gentle- 
man, that gentlemen from one district cf country t^ilk of their morality, 
■\vhiljt those of another prsc'lsc it. And the superior liberality has been as- 
serted of soi^thern genrlcmen over those of the north, iin all contributiouii to 
moral isislicutions for Bible and Missionary Societies. Si^, I understawl too 
well the piiriiuit of niy purpose, to be decoyed and dra^vn off, into the dis- 
cussion ot a collateral subject. 1 have no inclination to controvert these as 
seitions of comparaiive liberality. Although 1 have ri,> idea they are found- 
ed in fact, yet, because it better suits tJie object of my present argument, I 
will, on this occasion, admit them to the fullest extent. And what is the re- 
sult Southern gentlemen, by their superior liberality in contributions to 
Kioral institution?, justly stand in the first rank, and hold the first place in the 
brightest page of the history of our country. But turn over this page, and 
what do you behold? You behold them contributing to teach the doctrines 
of Christianity in every quarter of the glijjbc. — You behold them legislating 
to secure the ignorance and stupidity of their own slaves ! You behold them 
prescribing, by law, penalties against the man that dares teach a negro to rcrsd! 
^iuch is the stature law cf the ctate of Virginia. [Mr. Bassett and Mr. Ty- 
ler said that there was no such law in Virj^inia.] 

No, said Mr. Talmadge, I have mis-spoken myself: I ought to hrve said 
such is the statute law of the state of Georgia. Yes, wiiile we hear of a li- 
berai):y which civilizes the savage? of all countries, and cairies the Gospel 
alike to ti'ie HottaAoi and the HinJcc, it has been reserved for the republican 
state of Georgiii, not content witli the care of its overseers, to legislate to 
secure the oppression and the ignorance of their slaves! The man who 
there teaches a negro to read, is liable to a criminal prosecution. The dark 
benighted beinga of all creation profit by our liberality, save those of oui" 
own plantations. Where is the missionary who possesses sufficient hivdibood 
to venture a residence to teach the slaves cf a plantation.' Here is the stain! 
Here is the stigma! which fastens upon the character of our country: and 
which in the appropriate language of the gentleman from Georgia, (Mr. 
Cobb,) all the tvaters of ibe ocean cannot vcsp out; ivbirh fcui cf Llcod can anl^ 
take aivay. 

Sir, there \i yet another, ar/d an important point of view, in which fhh 
subject ought to be considered. - We i.;n'c been told by those who advocate 
the extension of slavery into Mis^ou^i, that any attempt to control this 
subject by legislation, is a violat'.on of that faith and mutual confidence upon 
which our union was formed and our tonstitnti?.". adopted. This argument 
might be considered plausibli;, if the restriction was attempted to be enforced 
agair*?; sny of the bh.vt holding states, which had been a party in the adop- 
tion ol the constitution. But it can have no reference or application to a 
rew uistrict of country recently acquired, and never contemplated in the 
formation of government, and not embraced in the mutual concessions and 
declared faith upon which the constitution was adopted. The constitution 
provides, that the representatives of the several states to this house shall be 
according to their number, including thrscffths of the slaves in the respec- 
tive states. This is an important benefit yielded to the .«lavc holding states, 
as one of the mutual sacrifices for the Union. On this subject, I consider the 
faith of the Union pledged; and I never would attempt coercive manumiesion 
in a slave holding state. 

But none of the causes which induced the sacrifice of this principle, and 
which now produce such an unequal representation on this floor, of the free 
population of the cotjntry, exist between us and the newly acquired ter- 



ritory across ihc Ivlis;i$sipp.L Tlut peri ion of country has no daiais to sucli 
an untqua! representation, urijujt in its result'; uj)on the otiier states. Arc the 
numerous slaves in extensive countries, which vve way acquire by purchase, 
and admit as states ituo the Union, at once to be represented on this floor, 
under a clr.jscof the constitution, granted as a compromise and 3 benefit to 
the f-outhcrn statcE which had borne part in the revolutiou? Suchanextcn* 
sioii of that clause in the constitution would be ut^jubt in its operatious, un- 
equal in if: rcsuUs, and a violation of its origioai intention. Abstract from 
the moral etfects of slavery, its political coosefjucncrs in the rcprcstntatioii 
under tins clause of the constitution, detnoi.sttato the importance of the pro- 
posed amendment. 

Sii, I shall bow in silence to the will of the majority, on which ever side 
it shsU be exprcjsed: yet ^ confidently hope that a majority will be found on 
the side of an amendment, so replete with mora COUBequenccs, so pregnant 
with important politiral resulis. 

[The amendment was carried in the Hor.te, 87 to 76 — It wtis rejected in 
the Senate, and each house adhering to their vote, the Miruouri Bill vas; tbu* 
k)st,?.n'! the territory refuted admission as a state in the Union.] 
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RltSVECTING JHK CONSTITUTIONAL I'OWKHS OK CONOIIKSS, TO 
rilOHIIUT OR RK9TUICT 8LAVKHY WITHIN TlIK TI'.IUHTO- 
KIES HEI.ONOINO TO TUK UNITKl) .'/l ATKH, OU NF-\V BTATES 
ON TJIKIII AUMIBSIOV INTO THE FKDERAL COMI'ACT. 

The conimiftce to whom was referred the tubjcct of the powers of con- 
gress, to rcsjrict sl.^vcry in the propoBtd Htate of Missouri and the territory 
of Arkaneaw, rcupectfully submit the following report ; 

The committee arc deeply imprcsBcd with the importance of the subject 
submitted to their coiipidcration. A cfuestioti, arising under the cotiRtitutiun 
of the United States, the creat charter of our libertici, involving the reepcct- 
.?vc powers and righto of the federal and state govcrnmcntsj a cjuchtion, upon 
the isjuc of which depcndu the probable welfare and happiness, or the certain 
misery of so many millions of the descendents of Africa; and the decision of 
which must greatly affect, if not entirely determine, the character wid dura- 
tion of the American republic; demands the most serious attention, and the 
most dispassionate and candid discussion. 

Your committee h^\e therefore viewed with much regret and alarm, the 
temper and dispcjsition that were exhibited in the debate upon this subject, in 
congress at its last session. Whilst some of the members, abandoning the 
open field of candid inquiry, and fair argument, contended, that any act 
of congress restricting slavery in the proposed state of Missouri, would be 
disregarded and contemned by the people, and thereby be rendered nugatory'; 
others assumed the tone of defiance, and the language of menace and con- 
tumely. 

If this momentous que .ion is to be decided under the influence 3l feelings, 
buch ai thoft that have been recently manifested, the advocates for the re- 
striction of slaTcry cannot but tremble for the result; and stiil more deeepiy 
deplcre the fate of those unoffending and unhappy beings, who will become its 
certain and mi8(:rable victims. It therefore becomes highly important, that the 
public attention should be imi>icdiately and properly directed to the subject; 
and tiat the opinions and senses of the legislatures of the respective states, 
•.rhose weight and influence: in the scale of the Union, are to be materially and 
dccp'y affected by the decision of the question, should be speedily ascer- 
tained, and openly expressed. • 

There has been, in the opinion of your committee, a period in our na- 
tional history, at which the public voice on this question would rot hav<; 
been divided. When, under the wrongs and tyranny practised towards this 
country by the government of Greai Britaiu, the hearts anu minds of the 



y -ihcm were feelingly alive upon the subj^-'ct of civil Xihctty; when it %v*,* 
uuai)imoui.ly .Icclk^n d, by the 'I'lii'rcccn United States of Amcr.ca, " that ail 
men arc crested equai; that Uiey are cadowed by tiieir Creator with eertiiii 
i!ii»licDat)lc rights; ihat among these *re life, liberty, and the pursuit of hap- 
piness; and thnt govcrnmenrs derive their just power* fram the couscnt of 
governed;" if it had been Miggeaed, that one object of the uiuou, not 
only to perpetuate the odiuu: state of slavery, but to exteml it b?yond its 
pri'Kiit limits that, no far from a rijrht being reserved to the federal goieru- 
nniit to restrict the evil, they r-,ight be compelled to aid its estCRfioi); the 
accusation would have been repelled with iodiKuation, and coiiwdered a iibci 
upon the American character. 

Many of those illwtriou* characters who framed our constitution, it is fair 
to presume, would b&vc preferred the evils under which our country then 
struggled, to the adoption of a constitution which might entail b«*aiagc 
upon 80 many snillions, and spread it over a country oi such wide extcr.i, as 
would most certainly become the properly of the United Sfatc«, and be 
ijicoi porated into t!ic Union, But, more cl^.irly to illu»tralc ihc feeling* an<l 
opinions which prevailed upon this iubjeci, we refer to act*, whict kavc no 
room lor doiibt or msi*pprehen«iofi. 

On the sixth of April, 1776, even previous to the declaration ot out in- 
dependence, the importation of slaves was expressly prohibited. Upon tbccet- 
oion to the United States, of the territory north west of the river Ohio, a c«fr- 
sion too, it is to be remarked, to which a slave holding »taic, Vtrginja, vn a 
party, an ordinance was passed, hy congress, on the thirteenth of Jiilf,i787, 
the sixth article of which is in Uic following words : " There shall be neither 
slavery, ncr involuntary strvitode, in the said territory, otherwise th^n iu 
the puni^ament of crimes, whereof ti^ party shall have becsi duly convicted. 
Provided always, that any pcraon. escaping into the same, from whom libotsr, 
or servitude, is lawfullf claimed in any one of the origina! states, such fugi- 
tive may be lawfully reclaimed, and conveyed to the person claiming his oi" 
her l^fjour, or servitude, as aforesaid." These acts, in the opinion of your 
committee, do not require explanation or comment. They show, as plainly 
as acts can show, that previous to the adoption of the cunKtitution, CoDgrew, 
deriving its powers from the articles of confederation, which, a> far as it re- 
gards this subject, pave less jurisdiction than fJiey now poiscs* under the pre- 
s-.nt constituton, did possess the power, and exercise the right, of legisla- 
tion on tht fiobject of slavery, to the fullcft extent, so far is it did not affect 
tho'^ who were then within the actual liraits of the «atcs composing the con- 
federation. The exir.tcncc of this power was not then dcuied; against iis 
exercise there were no objections. 

These acts, exhibiting a coiemporancous exposition of the powers of Con- 
press over the subject u^er cwisideratioia, afford the faiisst, and fa<st rule of 
coiisrrociron that can be given. It is the rule by which jadgc* are guided in 
the ctaistj-uction of statntes, and in the application of ehc pr.dcipies, and 
marims of the common law; ?'^d it is the rule, to which cemmoii }-en«e 
would refer, to ascertain the meaning of any ancient grant of power, or 
charter of rights, about which doubts conid arise. 

The qncKtion then fairly orxur«, in wkit respect I»£ the prcscist connt-tn- 
tion of the United States abr-Jgcd, altered or destroyed, the poweis which 
congress possessed and exercised .>ver this subject, under the urticle s of con- 
federation? By the sefoad article of coufedcTation, " ctrcn state nrtfxir.a i:s 
soverdgjity, freedom, and indepcBdeoce; and every pawer, jurisdiction , and 
right, which is not, by this tu„federatjon, expressiy detf<rated to the Uisitcd 
States, in Congress assembled." Nor is tfeerc any provision to fcc foasd in 
the act of confederation, authorizittg congreas Jo legislate upon the subject 
of the importation of slaves, or their migration; or to admit new states, ex- 
cept Canada should agree to the confederstiou, unless such adnitssion 
agreed to by nine states; nor to pass laws, or regulations, in regard to the 



2r,Kj£oi'y of the United States. Hence k '.vill appear, that Tiu' less pov/cv way 
Jclcgatcd to Congress, by the arcicko Oi cocfcdcration, than is now posiicscsd 
under the precsiit conotitution. For the po\7er which Congress noxv possess 
■.nidcr tlie couctitution, the comreiittcc beg leave to refer to the ninth section 
of the first article of the conotitntion, which provides, that " the migration, 
sr irnportatson, of such persons, aa any of the elates, how existing, shall 
ihink proper to admit, shall not be prohibited by the Congress, prior to the 
5'car e8o8." The peculiar phraseology of this clause is worthy of remark. 
In no other part of the constitution where the states arc oientioncd, are they 
raenticncd as the otates now existing. - 

It is just, therefore, to infer, that the importation of slaves, and of course 
the eiiistence of slavery, was strictly limited to the states then existing; and 
that no state or territory, that should afterwards be incorporated into the 
Union, qould lie considered, in regard to this clause of the constitution, in the 
came light Us the states then composing the Union. So^also, in the ordinance 
of 5787, already alluded to, we observe a similar phraseology, where- it pro= 
vidcs, that any person escaping into that territory, from whom labour, or 
service, is lavjfully claimed in any one cf the original states, such fugitive, 
may be lavi'fully reclaimed, &c.; holding the^same language, and conveying 
the same idciii of the restriction of servitude to the states <5«n existing. 

Congress have nbt been remiss in exercising a part of the; power, granted 
in the last recited clauses of the constitution. Laws have been enacted, pro- 
hibiting the importation of slaves since the year 1808, under very severe 
penalties. In re{>;ard to thsir migration, though no act of congress has yet 
been made to prohibit it, -yet an act has been passed, regulating the mode of 
sheir conveyance "ind passage coastwise; vvhich clearly indicates, that Con- 
gress considered itself as having •iSicnbwer of legislating on the subject. We 

.rsfer to the eighth- ana ninth sectiofis' of the act passed March 3st, iSo?, 
wliiih enacts, "that the master of any vessel .'of forty tons of more, from 
and after the Srst day of Janv!?,ry, i8o8, sailing coastwise, having on board 
any negro, mulatto, or person of colour, for the purpose of transporting 
them to be sold as slaves, shall subscribe duplicate manifests of every tsuch 

■ negro, and shall severally swear that the persons therein specified, were not 
brought into, the United States after the first day of January, e8o8, and that 
wnder the laws 6f the state.they werelield to service or labour." Under the 
the term ' perssas," therefore, mentioned in the ninth clause of the first ar- 
ticle of tiie constitution, it has been considered by Congress, that slaves, ne- 
groes and mulattoes, are meant add included; and that their migration, or 
importation, to use the xvordscf tiie constitiition, may be prohibited after 
she year 1807. . 

With regarS to the triie meaning and infsnt of the words, migration and 
5rnportat3cin, as ussrl in the constitution, your committee have no doubt*'. 
They do net Snd that e^en in common parlance, or by authors of approved 
^.uthority, they are used or. considered as synonimous. Importation, is the 
act o{ bringing into a country from abroad; migration, is the act of ch -ingSng 
place in the same coiuitry, -But, had it been intended to vest in Con'^ress by 
this clause, no other or further power than that of prohibiting importation, 
the meaning coijld not have been more simply or plainly expressed, than by 
the term importanon alone. The word migration, being tautological, woukl 
not have been used. 

But, whatever doubts may be entereatned upon this branch. of die subject, 
your commsttcs are of opi>;Ion, there can be. none, as to the power of con- 
gress to restrict slavery in the territories of the United States, and in those 
states v/hich are to be adcittced into the Union . !n the third section of the 
iburth articic of the constitution, it is shco provided: ' The Congress shali 
have pov/cr to diapos'e of, and mzke all needful rules aud regulations ire- 
spccting the territory ■or other property belonging to the United State?," 



"and in the xlieic section it is also providecSj that S3ev> states may be admitteil 
by Congress into their Uniop. Language could fiard'y be found to esprcs-; 
a more full and ample dclega'tton of poy/eivthdn iscorACained in tlicse clauccs. 
To dispoEC of or sell a territory, to make all needful rules snd regulations 
respecting it, or to admit it imo the UnioHj ceeni to be pov;crc!,, that co.nfec 
tipoh Congress ao large a discretion as can v/ell be iaiagined or required, so 
far as they relate to the subject under consideration. Hence, should d terri- 
iory become burdensome or unprofitable, it may be disposed shoidd a nev/ 
state be proposed, the citizens of v/hich v/ould make worthy members ox 
our republic, whose constitution should he republican, and contain no provi- 
sion inconsistent with, or repugnant to, those sacred principles of civil libertjr, 
recognised and adopted in oar bill of rights, and sanctioned by our consti- 
tution; Congfess mayadmit tjiem into the Union. 

Should Congress consider davery So be inconsistent v/ith, or inimical to 
republican insiitutions, and ajnew state should refuse to restrict its existence; 
or should a new state make i;o provision for that great safeguard and palla- 
dium of civil liberty, the right of trial by jury; should there be no provisions 
for protecting the weak from the viclence of the strong, or the poor from 
the oppression of the rich; or should the admission of a ne\7 state be consi- 
dered as detrimental to any of those nov/ composing the Unio^i, the blood ^nd 
treasure of whose citizens have been expended in rearing and supporting the 
xioble fabric of our constitution; all or any of these reasons would not simply 
justify, but demand their rejection from the Union. 

The constitution does hot give to any people or territory, the po%ver df 
claiming admission into the Union as a right: in the yicw of the committee, 
the only delegated power in regard to this subject, is esclasivcly vested in Con- 
gress,, to bexsercissd at their 'discretij>n. 

But Viihatever maybe thedjlscretio^ibrypbwerof Congres'iasto the admis- 
sion of new states, and of making all needful rules and regulations respecting 
its territories; it has been saicfj it cannot be exercised in relation to the people 
of Missouri, in consequeiice of the provisiors contained in the treaty and ces- 
sion of Louisiana. The third; article of that treaty provides that, " the inha- 
bitants of tjie ceded territory 'shall be incorporated in the Union of the Uni- 
ted States, and admitted as soon as possible, according to the princiwles of 
she federal constitution, to tjie. enjoyment of all'the rights, advantages and 
immunities of citizens of the United States; and in the mtan time, they shall 
be maintained and protected in the free enjoyment of their liberty, their pro- 
perty, and the religion which ihey profess." Upon this objection your com- 
mittee observe, diat treaties lihe other contracts, are to be construed and per- 
formed according to the true intent and meaning of the agreement, and the 
respective powers of the contracting parties. In regard to this particulaf 
question, it is not unfair to presume, that it never constituted a subject of dt:- 
liberation with'either party. , ■ • 

It is a'matter of course, in treaties of cession, to provide for the protection 
of the inhabitants of the ceded country; in their property, persons and reli- 
gion; and that they shall be admitted to the enjoyment of the laws and p'ri-- 
viieges of the cfountry to v^hich they are ceded. But these custoinary clauses 
are not meant to abridge or destroy the right of the govcriiraenfto malce 
such needful rules and : egulations, and to enact such laws respecting the 
ceded territory and its inhabitants, as are within the general scope of theic' 
constitutional pqv/ers. It is aot pretended that the French governiiheat,' in 
■ making this treaty, meant to stipulate for any particular form of government 
or code of . laws, under which the ceded territory was to be held or goverued. 
It was just and proper oh itheir part, So provide, that the inhahitaufj of the 
ceded territory' shoald nos be left v/ithont the pale of a gcrerame^Jt by' which 
they might be p^Q^ec^5■d. . 



rsjthad it been rc-:|t)Lrci(,of she: govovnincnS of Frcnee, to, c-pccify vjlicthc? 
at VTHS- intended by dicr.s VJ-ordDj, " the inhabitants of the ec(Jed territory shaU 
be incorporated into t!is Union of tlio United S:st:eG, and stlniittcd as coon aa 
yp.'iblcj cccorditig to the principles. of the federal ccnctitutionj to, tlie cnjoy«> 
.nient of sU the rif^htSj ad'CT.ntci^es: and- inupunitki of citizens of the United 
States,"' to dcjirive Copgrens of the por/cr o* s'eDtricttng olavcEy; tlie ob^viou!; ■ 
and natnral reply in the opinion of yop? coQiaiittee would have heena '.kit 
tbicr TO J r. Gi'lsject of future legi&latioaj.to be regulated and determined' ac- 
cording to the principks of the federal constisutioi?.. . Their language would 
I)ave been, " wc intend to provide for the prefcnt tTjhabitantsof the territorys 
the protection of your lavi'G, and the benefit (jf. becoming, members <?f you'" 
j-cpublicj in the same manner that they, have bicu enjoyed by the inhabitanio 
of other territories belonging to the United States, and v.'hich have been, ad- 
knitted intothe.Union." Is is net ^ro'v'idcd that {hcir.hcbitants. ofthe.cstled tsrrl' 
ior.y,arejo be cdnittcd accordidg to tbsir own lutUtor piccstirci and ia enjoy the ini" 
■CV^lths and advantages, of citizens of the United Spates, according to their atuti 
caprice, or under such conditions as thsy aay. require; hut they are to be Incorporated 
into the Union of the United States, and adrJticd as soon as possible, according to the 
principles of the federal restitution. , 

What, it wil! be then asked, are the princij}les of the federal conatitution 
applicable- Co th«3 subject? Your comiuittee have already shown, that one 
provision in.the constitution iG,that Congress ha^e di&pov;ef tomalte all needful 
rules and regulations respecting the territory of the United States, ^Yhich 
includes a right to restrict slavery; and that in the exercise of this power, 
slavery was aboiiehed in the territory north west of tlie. Qhto;:thgt they have 
the power also to prohibit the migration and.cnportatioii. of slaves, and. the 
pov/er of admitting nc-v ctates at their discretion. And if Congress may ad- 
mit aev/ states according to itS'dsccriticn, it-most clearly 'appears, that the 
stipiilation in the treaty, the inhabitants of the, ceded territory should be 
incorporated into the Union," is subject to she control and exercise of tliiff 
discretionary power. The contracting parties!," both apprised of these consti- 
tutional po'Ci.'ers in Congress, knowing that thfiy could not bs limited or- de- 
Gtroyed bya treaty, have therefore made the admission of the ceded territory 
dependent on, and their incorporation into th& ^Jnion to be according to, the 
priCr tko of the federal constitiition. Your tommittee are therefore of the 
opbidn, that the treaty does not, aor , was it intended 'by the, cont'-..cting 
parties thst it should, contain any provision, inconsistent with, or derogatory 
to, the poT.'er diat Congress possess over this subject under the constitution. 

It is farther to. be observed, that by tlie treaty, *he inhabitants of the ceded 
territory are to be admitted to the enjoyment of all tlie priyil^geo, advanta- 
tageo, and imniBnitieo of citizens of the United States. In. the character of 
cif,sse!33 of the Ursited States, as members of the federal compact,, slaves can- 
not be held. They can be held only by citizens of some particular states, 
deriving their power solely from the state gnvernraent. Qn this point of 
distinction between citizens of the United States, and citizent-.of particular 
slaJc3j ycur committee can perceive no ground for coatrayiety of opinion. 
For it has been, most strenuou.'ily contended by the opponents of restriction, 
that tlie states have reserved to theinselvcs, the escliisi^e poVi;er of continu- 
ing or abolishisg the righto and.ad^antagea of its citizens to be derived front 
the holdingof slaves: and that tlie constitution confers no authority oii Gpngreca 
to legislate upos the subject, o? in any manner to affect this species- of .pro- 
jerty.^ If the -Eoasistt'-tion confeiis ao power, Conrj-cso can impart no right: 
to citissas of die Uniced Slates in re^^ard to sL=)very; and. it v/oul.d therefore 
Be absiydto say, that being admitted to all the rights, advsntages, and immu- 
nities of the citizens o£ the United States in the language of the treaty, 
■!7ould give to the inhabitants of the ceded territory the right of holding 
-"slaves. But, it is to bs reraarlsed, ttae the treaty only stipulatco.for the ad- 



inicslon •>? the jjiliah'tants Oi the ceded Jerritofy, c::oydh;n to tha prlnc5p!:D 
of chc federal cons; ition. Congress, therefore, is the tribunal to decide 
vrhat are thocp pru jiUsi and, whatever may he the v/ichcs or opsniona o£ 
the French government, or of tlsc inhabitants of the ceded territory upon thio 
cahject, they are hound in good faith to submit to, r,nd abide by this decioioao 
This is the tribunal established by the constitution, to decide whether a sicv/ 
ctatemaybe admitted inco the Union. . In regard to tiiis eubjcct, the )V.nt> , 
diction of this tribunal is esiclusive fjnd paramount: and so far c.^ithe trtjatj 
aiahing power shouSd attempt to control, or prescribe terms or ccnditioao to 
the full exercise of this jurisdiction, its acts •would be nugatory and nncon- 
ctiiutional. Your committee, hor/ever. do not admit the idiea, that in L' .e 
precent case the provisionc of tlie treaty are, Jn any respect, inconsiEteat witli. 
the fill! anS unqualified esercice, of tlie power %vhic!i Congreco poscecs over 
ohe Gubject. . . 

3ut it sa?.y be asl:ed, what principles are to be found in the federal con- 
EtitutioDj Kpoa which the inhabitants of the ceded territory can claim a right: 
to the unmitigated and unrestricted potver, of holding their coloured popula- 
tion in perpetual bondage? In the first clause of the constitution, its princi- 
fha and vrOTO are most fully developed, aud forcibly ocpressed. " We, 
peiople of the United States, in order to form a more perfect union, ectabllslj 
justice, ensure domestic tranquillity, provide for the common defence, prb" 
mots the general -s ^Ifare, and secure the bleccings »^f liberty to ourselves aiu^ 
our posterity, do ordain and establish this constitution for the United States, 
of America." Is it, Vifc dei... d, to establish justice, that they insist upon 
the right, not merely to hold laose \7ho were slaves v^on the cession of the 
territory, but to entail slavery upon their posterity, without the pov/er or 
even the hope of melioration? . 

Is it to insure domestic tranquillity„;^li3t they .v;ich to create a population, 
v/hich,'in niimbers and physical fprccj must have greatly the preponderance; 
and\vho are not bound to the state or /their masters by any sense of moral 
obligation, the ties of affection, or the feelings of gratitude? 

Upon this subject .ve will not direct their attention to the coDtemplatioii 
of scenes - from which, the hejirt recoils.'with horror; bui. /e ask them tb in- 
i^tiirc of the citizens of those, states T^herc slavery csists. in its mildest fprmsj 
from.whence arise their most ansious thoughts and raelandioly forebodings? 
Is it. to promote the, general welfare, and secure the bleisings of Jibesi^Jvto 
themselves and their posterity,. that they V7ish to.perpetuate and estc:}'^ a 
species of servitude that directly promotes luijury and indolence; and vhbs^ 
consequences are so inunical to.chpse simple habits, of life, .ih^t cquality of 
condition, and those, humble virtues, without which republics cannot esist? 
Your committee therefore conclude, that the principles of the federal con- 
sf.itution do not comport with the existence of slavc^y; but are oppossd ■ta 
its exercise in whatever form or manner it can be practised. 



